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By Thomas Shepherd, M. A. 


E 80 


Conſiderations 


O N 
Mr. Bennet's Defence 


OF ED 


[Diſcourſe on Schiſm. 


| SHEWING, 
I. That the Church of Corinth was a Parti- 
| cular Congregation. 


leaving the Church of England. 
III. The Diſſenting Miniſtry is a True Mi- 
niſtry, Sent and Approv d of God. 


By Way of Letter to Mr. Bennet. 
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THE: 


{PREFACE 


Three Sermons on Separation, 
occaſron'd by Mr. Bennet's 
Diſcourſe of Schiſm, wherein I 


HF 1 is not long ſince I Publiſ!d 


explaind the Nature of Schiſm to 


i the common People, inſtead of diſpu- 
tingit; For what can the Man 


do that comes after the King? 
For what can any Man ſay to the 
Purpoſe that has not been over r and 


over ſaid already? 


The Controverſie between 1 


Old and New Church of England 


has been learnedly and | juaictouſly 
haniled by Men of great Figure in 


both Communions ; there ſcarcely re- 


3 mains 


a * * bt Yrs SAL... 5 
3 : » TRE EY * F 
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5 The Preface. 


mains 4 Remarkable Paſſage in the 
F at her, or in whole Antiquity, 


that has not been brought into 


the Field, either for, or againſt, | 


245 3 and Tam d eο,i-au, &c. What 
a Drudgery wou d it be to be ever 
making Apologies ? God knows the 


| Requeſt of the Diffenters '1s very 
Reaſonable ; they don't 'ask for the 
ſtately F bricks, © the fine Altars, 
the rich Benefices, of the Clergy ; 


all they ask, is leave to Breathe 
the common Air, and Enjoy the 


Proteftion and Priviledges 7 Dy- ix 
riful Subjects, and the Rights of 


Humane Nature; that as they 


have Immortal Syuls that muſt Re- 
_ Joice or Mourn, be Saved or Dam- 


ned for ever, they may have Li- 
*. to Judge for themſelves, and 
Worſhip God in the Way they 


= 8 . Acceptable to Him. 


T be —_— have formerly made 
this 
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$ The Preface. 
3 this Plea in other Countri es when 
. | diſputing with the Papiſts, and 
5 1 it continues as fal of Rea- 
1 12 when the Engliſh Diſſenters 
4 | Urge it againſt the C Church: Men. ab 
Charles the Fifth having re- 
e Br the Empire, took great Plea- 
\ 1 (we are told) in Gardening, 
2 and Reconciling the Differences of 
| his Clocks, which yet he could ne- 
Leer male to Strike together; upon 
* which he made this Wiſe Refle- 
(lion, that he need not wonder be 
had not been able io make Men 
agree in their Religious Sentiments, 
Pill nothing make ſome Church-. 
- = Men eaſie (for I will not entertain 
= /+.ſoure an Idea of the whole Party) 
unleſs the  Difſenters he made the 
Footſiool to their mounting Pride? 
Muſt England (to. gratifte a few 
4 zery Eccleſtaſticls) tun Italian 
now, when God is juſt about to 
8 4 winde 


The Preface. 


winde up the World ? Keally their 
Deportment is ſurpriſ mg, and ve- 
ry unaccountable, who diſcover an 
extream 1 enderneſs to the Romiſh 
Synagogue, aud are no Way wil. 
ling to give ber Children Offence, | 
by altering one Pin in their Cere® © 
monial F bricks but are at the ſame © 
time Harſh and Supercilious to their 
Proteſtant Brethren. Mr. Bennet 
BY (that be might not you to 
nothing) ſends forth his De- 
22 of 555 Difcourſe of Schiſm, 
and in a Manly Way brings with 
him Reproaches in the room of Ar- 
guments (Two and F ifty Men of 
that Gentleman's Spirit would in- 
flame a Nation) tacitly owning that 
his Firſt Book ſpake all his Strength; 
when Writers fly to this Method, - 
Wiſe Men that ſtand by, and look | 
on, ny account that they are 
brought | 
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* brought to their laſt Shifts, and 
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do in Effect giveup the Cauſe. 
n the German Reformation 
Bucer | was treated with very 
great Inſolence, and his Name co- 
Lerd with Reproaches caſt on him 
Es the Clergy of the Archbiſhop of 
Cologn, ' who proteſted that they 
would rather be under the Turks, 
than ſubmit to the Reformation on 
Foot. Luther, Calvin, and ma- 
ny of the beſt Men among the Re- 
2 formers, were, by the Popiſh Party, 
branded for the worſt of Villains ; 
all Crimes and Scandals laid to their 
Charge; more than this, that the 
Devil had fetched ſome of em a- 
way Aline, was very confidently 
reported; 'tis but the Old Way, 
Acts 6. When the Jews cou'd no 
longer make good their Cauſe a- 
gainſt St. Stephen by Argument, 
tben they fly to the Stone-heap. 


The Preface. 
Firſt Repreſent him a Blaſphemer, 
and then Stone him; Purity itſelf, 
when wvail'd in F 2 was fol 
traduc'd' and miſre 1 the 
Leaders of the 
was look d upon as worſe than. a 
Thief, and Murderer, worſe than 
Barabbas, and therefore fit tabs 
Cruciſied; thus the Heathens dealt 
with the C hriſtians of Old; thus 


the Papiſts with the Proteſtants ; 
and thus the eee Win 


the Difſenters.' 
This Gentleman dips his) "a in 


Filme ; and what he cannot do a- 


ainſt the C auſe, would effectually 
45 againſt the Perſon; and Im an 


undone Man, if his Pen Can make 


ine ſo, for daring to enter the Liſts 
with his Ercellent and Mighty 
RY f; but this, and a great deal 
Fes "—— that cn learn fo 0 
that 


eople, that. he 
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that Converſes with Mr. Bennet, 
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f, for Nature cannot go backwards. 
i  ' Though 1 would have no Man 
2 4 £0 beyond- me in C Har ity, yet 1 hawe : 
| # Keaſon to doubt whether or no this 
© | Gentleman ſcruples the faying any 
thing that would ſerve his Purpoſe, 
and make a Diſſenter look Ridicu- 
2 lous, and would not be Diſhonoura- 
ble to himſelf in the Face of the 
'3 3 World; for P. 1. f his Preface 
he deſires his e Reader ſeriouſly 2 
e conſider, that Mr. Shepherd 
in e has granted that there. is a 
- <« /nful Separation between the E- 
ly A ** tabliſhd Church and the Diſſen- 
in 4 ters. 4 the Reader is pleas'd 
2 to give himſelf the Trouble to Con- 
js .T ſult my Book, and find no ſuch 
ty i Grant, or any thing like it, he will 
al | ſoon percerve hom far Mr. Bennet 
„, s to be truſted; and what tomake 
it f this leſs thana deliberated Falſ- 
4 = Hood, 


The Preface. , 
hood, 1 know not ; is this the Ex- . 
cellency of our Conforming Divines ? 
There were Divines anciently that 
did thus, among whom this Gen- 
tleman would be very unwilling to 
| beranked, either here inthe Thoughts | 
of Men, or in the Day of Judg- f 
ment, Jer. 23. 31. Behold Jam 
againſt the Prophets, ſaith the 
Lord, that uſe their Tongues, 
and ſay, He faith, (that is) 
they 1 uſe their Tongues «9 | | 
Way ; 5 4 ſanctiſied Judgment, or a © 
\ por and Religious Heart, did © | 
* guide their Tongues, but Car- ö 
nal ntereſt Juggeſted to them how 
they ſhould ufe em: Luer the Seri- 
ous Reader Pray with me; that the © 
Lord would deluer our Childten from 
fach Spiritual Guides When we are 
Dead and 2 Tl "S848" 52" mob) J 
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CHAP. II. 


Church of Corinth was 4 
articular Congregation. 4 | 


"CHAP 11. 


icular O;jections anſwer'd. 17 | 


CHA P. 


The Contents: 


* 


C HA P. Iv. 
Ciuing a Fuſt Account of the Au- 


thor s leaving the Communion of © 
the Eſtabliſod Church. Shewing | 
are againſt whom the Diſci pline 1 
of the Church is bol. 1210 
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INTRODUCTION. 1118 


8 


HE Hiſtorian ſpeaks of ſome 
Men that are Born to Ill Na- 


ture, and when they are 


* 
* 
= 


vil 


to any Man, tis by a Force put upon 


their 


.emper 35 1 


will not apply it to 


Mr. Bennet, but am ſure he is drawing 
| the Character to bimſelf apace: He tli⸗ 
| Writes with Bitterneſs, as Mr. Bennet 
does, had need Write with Evidence; 


but you bring none, and yet ſeem to be 
our bare Word does not 
paſs for Proof, ant your Collection of 


[afro ted that 


Theſis be counted for ſo many Demon- 


ſtrations. 


It was ſaid of 


in Ter a 


tullians 
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1 Some Conſt derations on 


ſmartly by bringing cloſe Teſtimonies 


Bottom; but we muſt, becauſe our Su- 


— Peet 
* N . - — 
> —— — ered treetn tren 
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5 — 2 
! ” 


2 * 
w - 
— — a 
—— — . —. 
— 
- — rien, fy 


- whoſe Name is Jealous, is a Jealous God ; 
ſince the Reformation we muſt Throw 
up our Bibles, and go back from whence 
: heal anfooer bun 7 1 8 


i e. begins very cuttingly; What he there 
ipeaks may with ſome Abatemetits- be 


tullian's Commendation (tho' he was 2 
Man of a rough Spirit) that he Wrote 


from the Scriptures, but our Brethren 
dare. not venture the Cauſe upon that 


periors lay we muſt, we muſt comply 
becauſe we muſt ; did the Diſſenters Wor- 
{hip Homer's Gods, 1 wou'd, ſo far as 
1 had Intereſt, perſuade to Compliance; z 
but the God we Worſhip, the Lord, 


and if after all the Light we have receiv d 


we. came, What then ſball we do when 4 
God Neth up © And when be _ teh what a 


Tatianus bound up wit! \ alli . ; 


ſuitable in the Caſe before us. Tis not 
for yon, O ye, Churchmen; to Boaſt 
your ſelves againſt yonr Brethren, as tho 
ye were the Wiſe, the Rational, - and 
Wwe. dull Aſſes; and igborant Fools; as 
aner ee * hs "nou gan] b. 


* 


2 2 
1 1 
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ab Bennet Defence. 3 


Men, and we were wandring into a 
Thouſand Hereſies and Schiſms ; for 
whatever you have of Worth and Ex- 


cellency, we have it in common with 


you ; and whatever you have more 
than we, (which may be truly called 
your own). you had it not out of the 
Scriptures, nor is it truly Proteſtant: 

I am not, diſpss'd to Banter, I think 
that too Light for a Miniſter; he that 
is not Serious out of the Pulpit, is not 
Serious in it Divine Things are not to be 
rudely handled; much leſs am I diſpos d 


to Reviling; tis one of the Fruits of the 


Fleſh, and too groſs and- black for a 


3 Sober Chriſtian : „ nor can a good Man 


Write in your Way without ſinking his 
Character. Theſe are Perfections you 


may keep and glory in, whilſt I fairly 
purſue and examine what 61K call Ar 
IF ne, 


* 


+ _ \Confiloravinns on 


"CHAP. II. 


7 The Clad: of Corinth was. s 
: 1 * 1 8 


. os 
3 37 


50 ix tell me this ſeeths to 5b my 
Fundamental Miſtake, to think 
kite were no trore Chriſtians at 'Corimth 


3 tn4de one Particular Congregation; 
This ir the IAdeperraanc Notion 


wadd; Th 
by. , 111571 
Call it the Notion 6f teat Party you 


will that will nothing Aﬀect mes the 
only Queſtion is, Whether it be Truth 


or not; my Way is not firſt to Efpouſe 
a Notion, aud then carry it to the Holy 
Sctiptures, but draw my Notions out of 
them; (I wiſh thoſe that call thernſelves 


the Rational Divines would do ſo too) 
he that is Sincere can no more make his 


own Principles, than he can make his 


own Hands and Feet. 
Paul, you ſay, Preach'd four or Five 


Years It Corinth, and God ſaid he had 


much People in that City; from thence 
you argue there muſt needs be above 


150⁰ Chriſtians, Sir, to ſtrengthen your 


Argu- 


oy, 


the Time of Paulls being at Corinth, 
> which will no way help you; for if there 
were ſuch Numbers of Chriſtians then in 
Corinth, the Number of Conxerts in 
chat Place did far exceed what was 
uſual in other Parts of the World. 


Ar. Bennet Defence. 3 
Argument, I'll give you leave to double 


Can we ſuppoſe that Clemens Romannus 


(ho Wrote an Epiſtle or Two to the 
XZ Chriſttans there to allay 
and heal the'Schiſm among em) ſhould 
not know whether there were One or 
more Churches in that City? He Writes 
not to the Churches, but to the Church 


their Heats, 


in Corinth, E unn 7% beou 1 ragondon papuny, 


II e 7% beov Tagoiecy Koewhon, ,.; Oe. 
the Church of God which is at Rare, 
to the Church of God which is at Co- 
= rinth; and ſuppoſe there were Five or 
Six Churches in Colcheſter, would not 
that Man Write at a wild Rate that 
2X ſhould | 
the Church of God in Colcheſter, without 
ſpecifying which of the Churches he 
Means? To ſuppoſe this then of that 
Excellent Father, the Author of that Fa- 

mous Epiſtle, would be a very Abſurd 
 WESuppolition. 8 " 


Superſcribe his Letter thus, To 


B 3 > Nei 


6 Some Conſiderations. on 

Neither did they need Publick Places 
Built for Worſhip in that Infant Age of 
Chriſtianity ; for where did St. Peter 
Preach when he Converted Three Thou- 
ſand Souls by one Sermon? He had, you 
will confeſs, no Publick Place Built for 
Worſhip any more than theſe Corinthians 
had, and (be the Diſſenters never ſo | 
Shallow) a ſmall Portion of Reaſon | 
will enable a Man to draw this Conclu- 
ſion, that that Place (or a Place of e- 
qual Dimenſions) which will hold Three 
Fhouſand on a Sabbath, will contain 
Fifteen Hundred on any Day in the 
Week; nor can I ſuppole Mr. Beunet 
ſo little converſant in, or unacquainted | 
with, Antiquity, as to be Ignorant, that | 
for above Two Hundred Years after | 
Chriſt that vaſt City of Rowe had no 
more Chriſtians than might meet together 
in one Place for the Exerciſe of Relj- | 
gious Worſhip ; * and the ſame may be 
laid of Alexandria; and why we ſhould 8 
look for larger Numbers of Converts in 
Corinth, than in either Rome or Alexan- i 
Aria, I can't imagine; but I Applaud | 
your Deſign of making your Appeal to 


We 1 c 


— — 
Lad * . » 


*-Euſchius. Z. 6 Cap. 29- 
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Mr. Bennet's Defence... 7 
the Holy Scriptures as the only Rule of 
= Faith, therein I heartily Concur with 
you; to that therefore, and the Conſe- 
2 quences that naturally Reſale from it, 1 
will confine my ſelf. © 
And though they wigbt have diſtind 
2X Teachers, as you obſerve, + yet they 
2X were not follow'd by diſtinct Sects of Peo- 
ple adhering to em, 1 Cor. 4. 6. Theſe 
hinge, Brethren, (referring to Verſes 4, 
11, To the Chap. foregoing) I have in 4 
= Figure transferred to my ſelf, and to Apol- 
i | 155 for your Sales ; they might, and (we 
have no Reaſon to doubt but) they did, 
ſtill continue in one Body, though they 
did imprudently value more than they 
= ought, ſome this Man, ſome the other 
Man, in Contempt of the reſt, as We may 
ſee too many Inſtances of this in our own 
Days; but how ſhall we reconcile Mr. 
£174 Bennet to himſelf? For you have granted 
- - i in the ſame Page of your Book, that the 
2X Firſt Chriſtian Congregations were not 
near ſo numerous as ours now are; they 
then met (ſay yon) in the large Rooms 
of Private Houſes, (be it remembred then, 
chat che Primitive Chriſtians were Con- 
2X venticlers, as the Diſſenters are at this 
: 4 Hs. ; and 1 hope hereaſter we ma y meet 


T P. 10. 


„ 


es 


8 Some Conſiderations on 
in Barns and Private Houſes, without odi- 


ous Nick- Names, and Terms of Reproach) | 


and for that Reaſon (as you go on) in no 
great, Numbers; whence his Reaſon 1s 
given him for little Purpoſe that cannot 
Infer, that they had not ſuch large Num- 
bers of Converts in thoſe Days, as you 
have but juſt before ſuggeſted ; and con- 
ſequently tis very unreaſonable to ſup- 
poſe more diſtinct Congregations or Par- 
ticular Churches than One, with ſo many 
diſtinct Paſtors to Inſtruct them. 
As to your Criticiſm on #7} 73 4v73,. It 
Will, when exactly ſcann d, do you no man- 
ner of Service ; their coming together 
does not Prove, ſay you, their coming 
into one and the ſame Place. Good Sir, 
what Trifling is this? To give it the 
beſt Name it Deſerves. Truth would 
flow eaſie and naturally, and needs not 
ſuch force. and ſtraining; you may fee, 
Sir, notwithſtanding the. unbecoming 
Treatment you have given me, I do not 
catch at Opportunities. to Expoſe you; 
I neither Undervalue your Perſon, nor 
Contemn your Learning, though I cou'd 
with you would uſe it in a more fair 
Way of Arguing : Sure you cannot be 
inſenſible, that it is vſual both with the 
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V. Bennet's Defence. 
Hebrew and Greek to uſe ſuch Ellyptical 


] Forms of Speech as this under Conſide- 


ration, Judges 17. 8. And the Man de- 
parted. out of the City from Bethlehem: Ju- 


dah to ſojourn where he conld find ; our 


Tranſlators add the Word Place, that 
being neceſſary to be fupply'd; again, V. g. 


7 go to ſojourn where I may find, that is, find 


a Place; again, Chap. 18. V. 3. Who 
brought thee hither * And what makeſ# thou 
in this? Any one may fee what Words 


ought to be here ſupply'd,' that is, in 


this Honſe or FHlace. _ 
Beſides, to fave me the Trouble, you 
very kindly Confate your ſelf, by ob- 
ſerving that oorigrtcd at, and ouvieys Fai om 73 
dvr do ſignifie and imply the very fame 
thing ; true! Then this labour d, though 
empty, Criticiſm falls to the Ground. 
Should one come and tell me, that Mr. 
Bennet, and Six or Seven of his Colcheſter 
Friends were together, what could l, or 


any Man that was under an Intellectual 


Conduct, and in the free Exerciſe of his 
Reafon, undei ſtand by that Expreſſion, 
but that hey were in the ſame Place to- 


gether ? The Holy Scriptures were not 


Written to Amuſe the Minds of Men, 
but to Inform us of the Way to Heaven, 
| : — in 


ho Some Conſe derations on 


ina plain Manner, ſuitable to the meaneſt 
Capacity. Your Inſtance of the Biſhop 


of London's writing a Paſtoral Letter to 


his Dioceſs being no Way ſuited to the 
State of the Church in thoſe Times, 1 paſs 


Dy. 


Now, Sir; let us Review your own 


Text, I. Cor. 1 1. 20. When you come toge- 
ther into one Place; thoſe Words, into one 
Place, you think might be as well left 
out ; but you are willing they ſhould be 
read, when you come together; ſhould I 
allow you what you require twill not 
help you; read but the whole Verſe, and 
none can doubt whether they met in one 
and the ſame Place, or not; When you come 
to ether into one Place, this ir not to Eat 
the Lord's Swpper 3 it is plain then they 
were altogether in the ſame Place, for they 
were all at the Lord's Table together, AFs 
2. 1. When the Day of Pentecoſt was fully 
come, they were all with one Accord in one 
Place 5 you think, Sir, em 78 au ſome- 


times Imparts no more than Perſons Una- = 


nimity and Agreement to meet together 
for Worſhip, or upon any other Account, 
without any. Reſpect had to Place. This 


Text proves not only their Agreement in 
Mind, but alſo their Meeting in the ſame 


Place 


2 


„ <8 
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Mr. Bennet's Defence. 1 


5: Place, ATAITES 6419Jvjrd\ov om 79 4+, when the 


Word, di), expreſſes their Unanimi- 
mity and Agreement; they were all with 


one Accord, then em 73 av74 muſt needs 
mean . ſomething, further, render the 


Words into as narrow a Senſe as you can; 
and tho' «mn Aνν do not always neceſ- 
ſarily ſigniſie in one Place, yet ſometimes 


| they. do nec*flarily. fo ſigniſie, and parti- 
cularly in theſe Two. Texts, which is 


enough for my Purpoſe. 1 

Who can doubt but there were more 
Chriſtians. in Jeruſalem, than in any o- 
ther City, in the firſt Preaching of the 
Goſpel 2 For there Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
had been Preaching a conſiderable Time 
before the Goſpel was carried to other 
Parts: We know Judea was the Land of 


Viſion, more notably favour'd with Mi- 
2X racles than any other part of the World; 


and if they could find Places Capacious 
enough to receive their larger Numbers, 


ſurely when they were fewer in Number, 


as ar Corinth, they might very well meet 
all in the ſame Place; if any thing can 
carry Evidence with it, here is Evidence. 
I had ſaid in my former Book that the 
Diſſenters are not guilty of Schiſm from 
the Church of England. Schiſm muſt be 
1 


„ 


1 Some Ofiderations on 


in that Particular Church, whereof Fam, 


by my own Perſonal Conſent, a Member; 


the Schiſm which Paul and Clemens Roma- 
vn chide the Corinthians for, was in that 
Particular Congregation at Corinth; if 


this Notion and Account of Schiſm ſtand, 
then the Diſſenters ſtand clear from being 
Schiſmaticks. Mr. Bennet therefore being 


hard preſſed with cloſe Teſtimonies of 
Scripture, ſees no other Way to maintain 


his Charge of Schiſm, but by denying 
the Church of Corinih to be a Particular 
Church; and why? Becauſe, ſays he, 
there muſt needs be ſo many Converts 
in Four, or Five, or Six, Years Time, that 
no one Room in a Private Houſe would 
Hold em. All this he firſt Suppoſes, then 
Aſſerts it, then ſays he has Provd ; an 
unuſual Way of diſputing among Scho- 


lars; but Mr. Bennet has an unuſual Aſ- 


ſurance; I have therefore been demon- 
ſtrating (ſo far as the Nature of the Sub- 
ject will bear) that this Church of Co- 


rinib was a Diſtinct Church, or Particular 


Congregation ; that greater Numbers 


might well be ſuppos'd to be in Jeruſalem, 


(not to ſay in Rome alſo, and in Alexan- 
aria, which I would not inſiſt upon) 
and yet they- could all meet as a Body 


Mr. Bennet's Defence. 13 


in one Place, and io have gain d the 
Point I argu d for, at leaſt dil it be an- 
ſwer d. This, ſays Mr. Bennet, is the 
Independent Notion of Schiſm: Well 
then, as fince the Toleration the Diſſen- 
ters have often prov d from the Prel- 
byterian Principles that they are not 
Schiſmaticks, ſo now the ſame has been 
prov'd from the Principles of the Con- 
gregational Way. 

But, Sir, if there were more S 
than one in Corinth, ſhould I Grant yon 
what you Plead for it would do you very 
little Kindneſs ; for ſtill it would be evi- 
dent that it was to one Particular 

Church, among the reſt, that the Apoſtle 
Paul, and this Father, W rote their E- 
piſtles, the Diviſions among em arifi ing 
on the Account of their Officers. 
Hheeſides, Sir, if there were more Churches 
than One ( that being admitted) you 
have unawares done the Diſſenters a Sin- 
gular Kindneſs ; for then it appears that 
there may be ſeveral Churches in a City 
or Town without Schiſm, ſo I hope 
there may be different Congregatious 
here fter in Colcheſter, or eee without 
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But after all, this was Lat a Fanciful 


Conceit of Mr. Bennet's, dropp'd into a 


Printing Preſs, and thence came out this 


Golden Calf. 


But you ſay, Page 13, 16, 17. that 
there may be a Schilm between Diſtinct 


| Particular Churches; I have ſaid already, 


and wou'd avoid Repetitions, that ſuch 
want of Love is Sinful, but not Schiſma- 
tical. I don't call it Schiſm. becauſe the 


Scriptures do not call it ſo; why we 


ſhou'd give new Names to Things I 
knownot ; we are to keep as near as may 


be to the very Words of the Holy Ghoſt, I 


1 Cor. 2. 13. Which things alſo we ſþ wy 


not in the Words which Man' IViſdow 


taught us in and by em. 


Again, Teannot allow it to be e 4 
a Schiſm, betauſe the Scripture always 4 
ſpeaks of Schilm as a Sin; but Separation 


in ſome Caſes is an high Priviledge ; 
The People ſhall Dwell alone, and not be 
rechon'd among the Nations ʒ and-as much 


Commanded, as Schiſm is Forbidden 2s 


1 52.1102 Cor. 6. ˖ 7, 18. 1285 18 4. 
An 


 teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teach. 
erh ; if we let go the Words wherein the 
Holy Ghoſt teaches us, we ſhall, in a lit= 

tle time, let go the Things themlelyes 4 
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Mr. Bennets Defence. 15 
In what follows relating to the Terms 
1 Lee Lay-Communion you fay nothing 
new, or with more Strength than others 
that have Wrote already, but with leſs; 
and if the ſame Things ſpoken more be- 
comingly by others have not ſatisfied 
the Diſſenters, why ſhould they fa- 
tislie as coming from you? So that = 
= thoſe Things I ſhall paſs by; beſides, I 
have already gain'd my Point another 
Way; and had the Diflenters not one 
8 Objection, nor the leaſt Scruple, about 
the Terms of Communion with the Eſta- 
5 bliſh'd Church; yet, upon the Principles 
„already laid down, I have ſhew'd, that 
we are no more oblig'd, either by the 
Word of God, or the Nature of Evan- 
e gelical Churches, to hold Communion, 
and join with them, than they of the Eſta- 
5 9 bit d Church are to join in conſtant 

Communion with us; nor is it likely in 
3 this Age to be made an Article of our 
Creed, that this World was made for 
n & the Sake of the Clergy. 

= You are diſpleasd that I gave no An- 
'- ſwer to the Authorities brought out of 
the Diſſenters Books; I ſee *cis enough 
sto Affront ſome Men if one will not be as 
. Weak as themſelves: Sir, I always di- 
0 | ; |  finguiſh 
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O U tell me, Sir, + that 1Sub- 
1 ſcribd Article 26, and now in 
1 my writing contradict my former Sub- 
ſcrription. | 
Arſe 1 don't Contradict either my {elf 
or the Article; for the Article ſays ſuch 
> ought to be depoſed; it does not deny 
indeed but that God may own ſuch, and | 
not wholly dry up their Right Arm, as ; 
tze Prophet expreſſes it; but yet in that 

it ſays ſuch are to be depoſed, it allows 
uch Miniſters are not to be choſen by us 
and as I have never aſſerted} fo have 1 
never ſo much as thought to tlie con- 
trary ; for I did not in my Bock Treat of 
a true and falſe Miniſtry, but rather was 
_— ſhewing what kind of Miniſtry was to 

62s preferr d by us. 1. ever underſtood 
che 25 rticle as meaning no more than this; 
| but Mr. Beunet, itemay be, will not al- 
WW this Senſe: + Os the World 


— 


4 P. 110, 
B ; CG does 


18 Some Conſiderations on 
does not turn upon Mr. Bennet's good or 
ill Humour ; it ſeems from him that 
his Party Subſcribes the Articles, but not 
in our Senſe ; *ts enough then to {ay, . 
Mr. Bennet may Subſcribe em in his own 
Senſe, why not Mr. S. in his? For 
I have heard ſome skilful in Cookery 
confidently. affirm, that that which is 
Sauce for a Gooſe, is Sauce for a Gan- 
der. 
2. You tell me F the Common-Prayer- 
Book, and Book of Canons, forbid a Mi- 
niſter togive the Lord's Supper tO a Scan- i 
dalous Perſon. 8 
Anſ, True, and yet my Chuitge holds 
firm notwithſtanding ; tor, 1. He may 
not of himſelf ſtop or debar ſuch a Per- Y 
on without acquainting the Biſhop within 
| Fourteen Days. He does it then as the 1 
Biſhop's Curate, and is not himſelf in 
the Uſe and Exerciſe of that Miniſterial 
or Paſtoral Power, where with Chriſt 
has inveſted him. F 
Anſ. 2. It would admit of a large 3 
: Diſpute who are Scandalous, 'and who = 
are not . bys 0 Pet | all. I 1 18, 


— 
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Mr. Bennet's Defence. 19 


Anſ. 3. J did not lay it upon their 
Laws or Canons; but ſuch Perſons are 
employ'd in their Eccleſiaſtical Courts, 
that in the whole, Matters are ſo ma- 
nag'd, & de fatto, the Thing is ſo as 
I have ſaid; and he that Acts with that 
juſt Strictneſs ſhall. quickly find himſelf 
in the midſt of great Troubles as I my 
ſelf did; nor conſidering the preſent Po- 
ſture of Things, - can that ſtrietneſs and 
Impartiality be borne. 


e, 


oi 4 574. TE 1 fry oY 1 
tbors leaving the Communion | 
of the EftabliſhdC burch. Shews 
ing alſo what fort of Perſons they 
ate againſt whom the Dif, Tia 
of the Church is ber. . 


„ 
Grudge or Tae no Man the Praiſe FP 
I his Merit: I will therefore Commend 
your Policy, who fearing a cloſe Purſuit, 
found out a Way to Divert me for a 
while, in making it Neceſſary to me 
to leave the Patronage of the Cauſe to 
vindicate my ſelf; but ſecond Thoughts 
may poſſibly - convince. you that you 
have been Guilty of a very Impolitick 
Piece of Policy; for a wiſe and under- 
ſtanding Reader will be ready to ſlay 
within himſelf, what is all this to the 
Purpoſe > Had Mr. Bennet then no more : 
to ſay for the Support of a tottering i 
Ciuſe, that he leaves that to fall upon ! 
the Perſon of his Adverſary? For when | 2 
the Diſputants come to Perſonal Reflect 
ons, Impartial Judges begin to ſuppoſe 


the Reviler fears his Adverſary s Argu- 
ments, 
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in the Church of England. 21 
ments, and therefore muſt fly to ſome 
poor Shift or Ger 0 get out of his 
= Way.” © 
M Gr did Mr. Bennet take this Way in 
lmitation of Father Paul the Venetian ? 
Of whom tis reported, that whenever 
hie diſputed, he endeavour' d firſt to 
throw his Adverſary + into a Paſſion, 
then he thought himſelf ſure of carrying 
his Cauſe ; but whatever was your De- 
ſign, in throwing Dirt with the one 
Hand, and Fire with the other, I truſt 
= you ſhall ſee Tm ſtill in Humour, and 
that I ſcruple ſome things beſide Confor- 
mity, and this for one, ſpeaking Evil of 
my Neighbour. ' 

Since the Toleration, ſeveral Mini- 
ſters of the Church of Eregland, that 
were ordain'd by Biſhops, hive left the 
-# Communion of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
and ſome of my own Acquaintance a- 
bout the ſame Time I did. Theſe are 
Perjur'd, ſays Mr Burſcough to Mr. Stod- 
don in the Weſt ; {for the Difſenters are aſ- 
| {faulted by the Churchmen i in almoſt eve- 
ry Quarter) and ſo Mr Bennet tells me; : 
1 Sauen W mi, to LORE Re 
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| Bee of the Black Charge; but tells him 
he might well have omitted that 5 for 
there are not, ſays he, probably Three 
Diſſenting Miniſters in a County that 
have Epiſcopal Ordination; but this I 
ſhall take more Notice of, and the ra- 
ther becauſe this Charge of Perjury is 


brought againſt all thoſe Miniſters, who, 


ſince the Liberty, have come over to the 


Diſſenters, as well as againſt my ſelf; 
and I don't underſtand that any Anſwer 
has been given upon this Head; ſome fic 


ſtill, -and let their Adverſacics: run on 
with their Reproaches, believing that 


God Governs the World he has made; 
and ſatisfie themſelves with this, that the 
Lord will carry on his own Work in 
his Churches, notwithſtanding the Rage 
of Men and Devils; and there are o- 
thers that have not the Courage to ſpeak 


for themſelves, when they ſuppoſe the 


Clouds are gathering towards em. 

I ſay then, none but the Sottiſhly Ig- 
norant, or thoſe . whoſe Malignity has 
worm d out and blaſted their Reaſon, 


can lay Perjury to the Charge of thoſe 


Perſons under Conſideration ; an Oath 
can never be the Bond of Iniquity ; it is 


* the ſtricteſt of Bonds, but the 


very 


* 


* 
1 


in the Church of England, 4 3 


very Deſign of it is to bind us to God, 


not to Sin. It is a moſt aggravated 
Wickedneſs knowingly to bind our 


ſelves by Oath to Sin, yet our Sin lyes 


in our Entrance into ſuch an Oath, not 
in our breaking it; nay farther, if my 
Oath does not bind me to that which is 
really a Sin, yet if I judge it to be ſo, 


tis enough for me; but this I think l 


have ſufficiently argu'd in my former 
Part, P. 70. 5 85 

Nov I cannot be ſo fond to think the 
World takes that Notice of me, as to 
render the Deſign I am upon abſolutely 
Neceſſary: Alas ! how few know that 
there is ſuch a Perſon as I in the World! 
And among thoſe, fewer ſtill concern 
themſelves whether 1 Wake or Sleep, be 
Sick or Well, Wiſe or Fooliſh, on which 
Conſiderations I have determin'd, that 


as I will not Gay nothing, ſo I will not 


ſay much, in my own Vindication ; what 
I Defign is to ſet before the Judicious Rea- 
der a plain Narrative of the whole 
War between the Biſhop of Lincoln and 
my ſelf; and now I'll diſmiſs Mr. Ben- 
net a while, till I fit down and tell the 
1 45g the Story of one Part of my 
ite. 205. F 6 
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has always been) till he leſt that Place, 
though not till he left the Chureh of 
England, as Mr Bennet has. fall Y re- 


„This e Shepherd was Once a 


pres cbyter. in the Church of England: , 
till repeated Irregularities of various kinds, = 
a. Malignant Spirit againſt ſerious Godli- 


nels, and at laſt, plain open Perſecution, 
were made uſe ot, as a mean to reſtore 


him to bis Underſtanding; 5 be pleas'd 


to take Notice, , this Perſon never did, 
wich the Ecelchaftick Jack- Days, ſit upon 
the Weather: Cock, or ſet the Church 
above Chriſt, nor could be prevail d 
Wich tokxalt the Churches Canons above 4 
Chriſt's own Inſtitutions 3 beſides, he was 
much taken Notice of, and: follow d by: 2 

the common People; had a vaſt Audi- 
tory. ; theſe Things were enough to ren- 
der him Odious to ſome forts. of Men; 
ſo that he was perpetually diſturbed by 
the Eccleſiaſtical Courts (as their Manner 


rn 
Colonel "Blake, Younger, . to 


che Famous General Blake, in a Soldier- 


like and Unpleaſing Way, brought me in- 
to . Place, gant the Conſent of Ann. 


þ "ys. 
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© Bithop of Lincoln, who had declar'd 
* himſclf-n Favour of another Perſon. 
1 A Hearing that the Eiſhop was 'againſt 
my going to St. Neots, my Father went 
to wait upon him, and took me along 
with him; I told his Lordſhip I was un- 
willing to go to St. Neots, and did de- 
7 fire that St. Neots People would - defiſt; 
and importune me no wore; but on a 
ſudden, without my Knowledge, as well 
= as without my Conſent; the Broad Seal 
was taken out, and I, (leſt [ ſhould fall 
under the Reproach of Ingratitude) did 
accept; at this his Lordſhip was intens d, 
and ſaid L had broke my Promiſe, tho 
1 had made him no Promiſe, nor any 
thing like one ; and all the other Breach- 
es of Promiſe, which Mr. Bennet charges 
me with, they are all ike this: He was 
2X incens'd alſo againſt the Colonel, for 
telling him to his Head, in his own Pa- 
lace, that if he would not let St. Neots 
People have Mr Shepherd, they would: 
on lay it was the Biſhop of Lincoln that ſent 
em to a Conventicle z the Biſhop threat 
red himwitva Scandalum atum, but 
that fell ; but his Diſpleaſure againſt me” 
k | Cine fell, till he e nj ws . into > tis 
Gave. 
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16 The Author's Sufferings 


I came to St. Neots upon the Promiſe 


— — ths ag en 1 * 
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RE 


of a Reader, that I ſhou'd have no other 


Work upon me than Preaching to the 


People; for though in the Church of 
England, Men are ordain'd to read h F 


Prayers, and then have a Licenſe to 


Preach, I could not underſtand how 4 
they could Execute the Office of the Mi- 
niſtry, or how they could comfortably * 


give up their Accounts to Jeſus Chriſt at 
the Great Day, who inſtead of Preach- 


ing the Goſpel, ſpend the greateſt part of 


their Time, and Strength, in Liturgies ; 
but when this was known, and took 
Air among the Adverſe Party, we were 
from time to time defeated in that De- 
fign ; they perceiving likewiſe that I did 
not come to St. Neots with a Good-will, 
but was rather perſuaded againſt my In- 
clinations, hoped that giving me Uneaſi- 
neſs in the Place might ſoon tire me 
from thence, as at laſt it came to paſs 
accordingly. 


Thus (as the Scribes and Phariſees of 
Old) were perpetually waiting for any it 


the leaſt Occaſion againſt me, and ad- 
vangng every Trifle into a mighty Fault, 
away they run to the Biſhop. Thus 
they underſtood their Buſineſs, ard would 
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not give the Biſhop's Diſpleaſure time to 
Cool, but took Care to carry his Re- 
ſentments higher and higher; ſo that 
= my Life, whilſt at St. Neote, was one 
continu'd Temptation; for vſually one 
*Z Affliction begets another, and one Tempta- 
tion another; ſo that many Times I knew 
not how to Read, or Pray, or Preach ; and 
my beſt Friends provid my worſt Ene- 
mies, by manifeſting a great Unwilling- 
2 neſs to let me go; as alſo by their urging 
mee perpetually to further Compliances 
with the Biſhop, leſt the other Party 
ſhould get Advantages againſt me, and 
they be thereby deprivd of my Mini- 
ſtry. | 6 OF 
But I don't deſign to give a copious 
and large Account of all that paſs d in 
thoſe Two Years and half I was at St. 
= Neots, for then I might Write a Vo- 
2X lume; but of the Principal Things only, 
XZ whereby the unbiaſſed Reader may be 
able to judge of the Spirit of the New. 
Church, and how great an Abſurdity 
it is to imagine that ſuch a Man can fic 
eaſie among em, that cannot ſet the 
5 Chriſt, the Head and Lord 
Ot It. | 
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Some 


x8 The Aube Sufirings | 
Some of the Church of Eugland's Di- 
vines have written Books to mollifie and 
foften the Terms of Conformity; and 
tell us, that the Conformiſts do not ſo 4 
much give their Judgment and Approba- 
tion of what is enjoined, as obligd 
themſelves to the uſe of them; and that 
Seoundum Praxim, according to the ge- 
neral and allowed Practice of the Church 
of England. This 1 did in theſe Days 
really tnink had been the Senſe of all the 
Church Party, eſpecially of all the 
Biſhops; and if it were not ſo, why XZ 
were ſuch Books countenanc'd by Au- 
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- thority, and ſuffer'd to deceive Young 


Men into the Way of Conformity > But 
1 ſoon -perceiv'd my ſelf wofully Miſta- 
ken ; the Biſhop of Lincoln I found had 
other Sentiments of Conformity; how- 
ever, this was the Notion I went upon, 
it ſatisfied me in thoſe Days; but now 
I Challenge any Man to tell me, what, 
or where, or who, the Church of Eng- 
land is. Once diſcourſing with a Po- 
piſn Prieſt (as Tafterwards apprehended) Rx 
touching the Infallibility of the Church. 
I gave my Reaſons why this Infallibility 
could not be ſeated in the Pope; why 
ic could not be in a general Council; om 
144 5 1 
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il the Pope, if a General Council ſingly 
conſider d, had not this Infallible Spirit, 
= the, Pope could not convey it to the 
Council, nor could the Council convey 
it to the Pope; aud conſequently they 
had not this infallibility jointly confi- 
der'd: The Gentleman made very little 
JF Anſwer ; and after a few more General 
Words took his Leave; but ſome Pro- 
teſtant Writers have leſs Modeſty, who 
will Brand Men for Schiſmaticks for not 
coming to them, and others ſor Perjur d 
WMretches that depart from em, and yet 


„all this while not give us a diſtinct and 


clear Notion of the Church, and of all 
its Demands. One Party, ſays we, are 
= the Church of England; another Party 
2X anſwers, No, we I t own thoſe that 
fly over the Church and Steeple too; we 
are the True Church; and indeed theſe 
3 latter have the faireſt Plea, if Archbiſhop 
Xt 1 Uotfon's Expreſſion holds good, that 
7 Moderation is the Eſtabliſhment of dne 


1 2 little Tame the Biſhop Wrote up. 


to London againſt me; the Secretary of 
the Preſentation fent for me, ho ſnews 
me, after other things, my Clerk's, own. 
4 Hand againſt me; I turn d him out of 


us Place Tm my Return. Com- 
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and out of Seaſon ; whether I look d 


fays to Peter, What I do thou knoweſt © 
wot nom, but thou ſhalt know hereafter; 


Complaint is immediately made to the 
Biſhop, yet I refus d to Reſtore him, it 
being my Right to Diſpoſe of that Pace, 
not the Biſhop's. Some of the Officers 
of the Biſhop's Court pretended to put 
him into his Place, and (to my beſt 8 
Remembrance) in order to that, Re- 
corded his Name in their Book of Re- 
cords : Still 1 refus'd to Admit him ; 
hereupon the Biſhop immediately Cites 
me to Appear (not to enquire of me 
whether I preach'd the Word in Seaſon, 


after the Souls of my People, that none 
perith'd for lack of Knowledge_) but to 
vent his Paſſion againſt this ſuppoſed # 
Crime and Stubbornneſs; according to 
my Citation I go over to Bugdain, ſe- 
veral Friends accompany me; when I 
came into the Palace-yard there was a 
great Cluſter of People from St. Neots, 
who had ran thither on Foot; I ob- 
ſer vd the more the Biſhop perſecuted me, 
the more they reſpected me: Look, ſaid 
the Adverſary, what a Tribe he brings 
along with him? The Lord Chriſt 


little did 1 underſtand the meaning o 
* 1 this 
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L this Croud of People then, but now I do; 
Mr Bennet ſuppoſed, ( had I bcen as In- 


nocent and Pure as John the Baptiſt) I 
Fall eaſily run him down with the Au- 
Gori of the Biſhop's Court ; not being 
aware that Thad many Witneſſes to his 


one, thro' the good Providence of God ; 
for this Controverſie between the Bi- 
ſhop and my (elf was managed in the 


ſight of I/r4el, and before the Sun. 


We retained Herry Ashley Eſq; to 


ſtate our Caſe to his Lordſhip, "wha at his 
coming in told his Lordſhip, that he 
came to explain to him a Point of Law 
XZ which his Lordſhip did not underſtand. 
The reſult of all was this; he convinc'd 
my Lord that his Lordſhip's Courts were 
no Courts of Record; and that Is 
Lord(hip's Power in ſhort was not ſo large 
as he ſuppos d; and that Mr. Shepherd 
'F had done nothing but what he might 
4 1 do. 


The Biſhop being thus diſappointed, 
fell into an a re Paſſion, and imme- 
e takes another * to vent his 
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Biſhop. Mr. Shepherd, have not you 
taken The Oath of Canonical Obedi- 


| dience 2 
Anſwer. 
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1 Yes, o 

Biſbop. Have you in all Poi ints con- 
form'd. according to the Canons of the 
Church 3 1 
Arfwer. No, my 1 nor did Fever 3 
es my Oath did oblige me to it, | 
but according to the general and allow d 
Practice of the Church, and in this ſenſe 
Enderſtood and took the Oath. | 

Biſhop. That's Nonſence-; 5 then you are | 
Foriworn.. 

Here ſeeing my Lord in ſuch a Paſſi- 
ou. and hearing him venting it in ſuch 
an unbecoming and extravagant manner, 
who, to revenge himſelf on me, would, 


aid did, condemn the greateſt” Part of 


the Clergy of England in one Breath, I. 
was aſtoniſh d, and . e and held 
W 

This is, Tfppoſe;: what Nr. hm means 
when. he ys + 1 acknowledg'd niy felt 
a Liar, and a Perjar'd eee in open 
Court. - i 

rb A Liar: Why, mt breaking a 
Pro-niſe: that never made,” (that is) 
that I would not go to St. Neote? I ne- 
ver? promis d it, but only. declar'd 1 had 
n Indlinations to go thither, and — 
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be glad if St. Neots People wou'd have 
excus'd me. Nb e 
How of Perjury > Why, truly I leave 


it to the Reader to judge. Was this 


any Acknowledgment of mine? Or was 


it not plainly the Bifhop's Inference? 
Having given the Reader this Story, 


which is the Foundation of Mr Bennet s 
Black Charge, I would argue with him 
and his Party from it; but that II do af- 
terwards, and at preſent carry on the Nar- 


rative I am upon. 


How fitly may I take up the Churches 
Complaint, Song 1. 5. Look not upon me 
becauſe I am Black, becauſe the Sun hath 
looked upon me; my Mother's Children 


were angry with me, they made me the 


Keepers of their Vineyard, but mine own 
Vineyard have I not kept, and again, + 
59. 12. Our Iniquities are with us, and as 
for Tranſgreſſuons we know them, I am 
ready to Envy thoſe Miniſters that were 


| Educated in another Way, who did ne- 


ver Defile their Conſciences with ſinful 
Compliances, nor were enfnared with 


Oaths to a Prelatical Hierarchy; but I 
may not ſay to my Father, What begetteſt 
Thou? Or to my Mother, What haſt 


2 My Sin lay in 


Thou brought forth 5 
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taking fack un Oath; and keeping it {0 
long, not in breaking 1 it. The Lord Mer- 


cifully Pardon me; nay, adored be the 


Riches of bis Mercy and Grace he has A 
done it. 0 E | 
Some Wiebe after this, a certain Gen- 3 


tleman in St. Neots, 3 Name I ſpare 


in Reſpect to his Surviving Relatives, 
having a Commiſſion that Oblig d him AF 
to receive the Lord's Supper, ſent to me in 


his Name, according to the Way of the 


Church of en Wane I did not Ac- 3 
cept oft,. I 
He ſends the Clerk again, telling me 
he was at ſuch a Place, aa Ale· houſe in 
the Tewn) and deſir d I would come to 
him, and he would ſatisfie me that he 
was prepar'd for that Holy Table. E | 
My Anſwer was, that if he would Ap- 
8 me his Time, I would wait ypon 5 
him at his own Houſe. S 
He ſent on the Third Time his Com- Fr 
miſſion to me, and told me that that re- 
quired him to take the Sacrament. MK 
Janſwer d, though that requir'd him 
to take it, it did not e me to Se 1 
it. ana, "IF 
1 Note, ; This Gentleman was 4 Sink. of 


al Vas, and known by the whole = 
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in the Church of England. 3g 
and Country to be ſo';z. it was ſaid he 
threatned me with a Suſpenſion, and Fm 
¶ſure ſo afterwards it came topals. 
I heard that he went to Two Miniſters 
of the Neighbouring Pariſhes, who alſo 
refus'd him, but in a little Time after 
he receiv'd it in the Biſhop's Chapel. 
= Surely my Lord ſhould have ſmil d 
upon, and encourag d, a Young Man, and 
 & commended my Zeal and Courage, (as 
Paul to his Corinthians, ſo I to the 
= Churchmen, you compel me to ſay this of 
my ſelf) but I was quickly after this Suſ- 
= pended ; not that the Suſpenſion was laid 
upon that; the Eccleſiaſtical Courts ha ve 
more Senſe than to lay it upon that which 
will not bear it; but my Pariſhioners and 
the whole Neighbourhood laid it there 


as well as J. 6 e 
= This was immediately nois d Abroad ; 
the Diſſenting Church in Stamford ſent 
me an Invitation to come to them; but 
a vain and groundleſs Fear of this Bug- 
bear Schiſm keeps many Souls at a di- 
ſtance from the Ordinances of God's 
e x Worſhip, in which they ſhould be found. 
One Day ſitting alone, and reflecting 
f on all the continu'd Troubles I met with, 
this ſudden Thought darted into my 


E =z Dain 
nnr Rn A 


36 'The Author's Sufferings 
Mind, Lord, where am 1? In the 
e é Church of God, or in the World 2 
eis the Station wherein I am Acceptable 

to God or not? Does che Church of | 
* Chriſt uſe to Perſecute the Miniſters of 
* Chriſt > I ſee ſuch Clergymen that are 
* a Scandal to the Miniſtry, and the Con- 
** tempt of Sober People, under the 
„Smile of my Dioceſan : I am Conſci- 
* ous to my ſelf, I only ſeek to Pleaſe | 
God, to Save my own Soul, and thoſe | 
that hear me; beſides theſe DiſtraCti- 
* ons have brought great Decays upon 
ff my own Soul; Jam ever affighted at 
** my ſelf ; ſhall I fit here till I ſink into 
Hell? I am ſure I ſhall always be ex- 
* ceeding Sinful ; but here in my preſent 
Station, Men will not let me be fo good 
as I can be; nowl read Doctor S7. 
lingfleet's Ireuicum, and hegan to have mean- 
er Thoughts of the Church of England, 

but yet had no Thoughts of leaving 
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During my Suſpenſion, I made a Viſit 
to Holy Mr. Maſon, + who ſtood Sul- Bl 
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+ 4 2 formerly given the World a ſhort Account of hi; 1 


n 4 Prefate to Two Sermons of his, publiſh d ſince his 
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> W& pended at the ſame Time with my ſelf; 
and though the Houſe us d (as one ſaid of 
Mr. Dod's) to be perfum'd, ſuch was al- 
ways his Diſcourſe full of Savour, full 
of God ; yet ſuch was the Anguiſh of 
my Spirit, I had no Delight either in 
that, or in his Company; he would not 
Ad viſe me one Way or another. 
I complain'd I believed I was a Bone 
out of Joint, having Invitations to ſe- 
veral Places at the ſame Time; I knew not 
which to Accept, and fear'd I had ſinn d 
in going to St. Neots. $4635 
Fe apſwer d, Couſin, tis better to have 
the Churches of Chriſt fond of us, than 
to have them Spew us out; upon that An- 
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t {wer that Temptation departed, but un- 
= ſatisfied what to do, I return'd Home. : 
- On a ſudden there comes m very lov- 
ing Meſſage from the Biſhop to this 
„ Effect, if I would come over to Bug- 


z BY 4ain quickly, his Lordſhip would take 

off my Suſpenſion : This was the more 
it ſurpriſing, in that when I found there 
8 was no End of Compliances, and that 
& Hard-hearted and Tyrannical Men 


"7 ſhew'd no Pity or Tenderneſs to Scrupu- 
: lous Conſciences, but rather laid more 
is Bs 


Irons on em, (reſembling therein the 
78 Grand 
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Grand Enemy of Souls) and when I 
perceiv'd the Biſhop did not Rule for 
Chriſt, but in all things carried it fo 
as to Grieve the Righteous, and Rejoice 
the Wicked, I began to be more Stub- 


born, and did nothing like making a 


Submiſſion as yet, and truly but very 
little, if any thing, afterwards ; we heard 
Two or Three Days after that Biſhop 
Barlow had receivd Orders from 
above ſpzedily to take off my Suſ- 


penſion. I go to Bugdain upon this In- 


vitation of my Lord's, Mr. Oliver Bigg 
accompanied me; my Lord was as Sweet 
now as he was Soure before; ſurely my 


Lord did not believe himſelf, when he 


told me every one was Perjur'd that did 
not conform up to the Canons; for if 
ſo, it was very ill becoming his Lord- 


thip to Reſtore me to my Station in the 


Church without Signs of Repentance, 
and I gave none; but on the other Hand 
began to ſpeak, not with over-great Re- 


| ſpect, both of his Lordſhip and his Con- 


duct. Though my Lord was all Smile 
and Obligation, yet through Grace I was 


fixed; that unleſs he would give me the 


Oath in my own Senſe, I would not take 


B Hoop. 
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Biſbop. Mr. S. will you take the Oath, 

| J | Stare Mandatis Eccleſiæ, that is, to ſtand to 
3 the Laws of the Church? 

Anſwer. My Lord, I underſtand by 
the Oath no more than this, (that 1s) 
'2 I oblige my ſelf to that Confo mity that 
is generally usd and pradtis'd in the 
Church of Exgland, and is allow'd by 
the governing Part of it ; in this Senſe 
Il took the Oath of Canonical Obedt- 
ence formerly, and if your Lordſhip 
bleaſe to give it me in this Senſe, I will 

take it. 
= Biſbop. That is Nonſence. 

1 held my Peace. 

Biſhop. Will you take the Oath > je 

= yh If your Lordſhip will give it 

me in that Senſe I took it before. 
= Biſbp Asks the ſame Queſtion again? 
= Anſwer. My Lord, if you will not give 
it me fo, I will not take it. 
I Mr Beg took Notice his Lordſhip 
gave one of the Officers of the Court a 
Wink, upon which he gave me the Book. 
= On che very Day my Suſpenſion was 
taken off, the Bell toll'd for this Gentle- 
man's Eldeſt Son that caus d it z though 
a not haſty to Cenſure, leſt I ſhou'd 

Slander God's eee yet there was 
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40 The Author's Sufferings 


great Notice taken of it, His Son una- 


wares Shot himielf 

But this good Humour of the Biſhop 
did not hold long, the Sea began to be 
Tempeſtuous again ; for my Lord could 
never perſuade himſelf but that I had 
promis d him I would not go to St. Neots, 


and would Quote that to the laſt, 


The Reverend Doctor 76%, of Chapel- 
ſtreet, in Weſtminſter, coming to St. Neots | 
upon a Viſit to me, I told him the Story 
of my Sufferings ; ſom? Time after, be- 
ing in Landes, he took me along with 
him to the Biſhop of Lincoln's Lodgings: 
The Doctor urg'd Moderation, alledging, 
that otherwiſe the Church of England 
wor'd ſcarce be able to ſuſtain the Shock, 
by the Papiſts ori the one Hand, and the 


Diff enters on the other; at that Expreſ- 


fion my Lord was ſomewhat mov d, and 
told him he was of another Mind, Oc. 

The Doctor urg'd his own Example, 
and tliat he had won many Diſſenters 
over to the Church of England. 

My Lord ask'd him how he did it > 
What? By making Abatemetits? ? 

The Doctor Anſwers; O No! My 
Lord ! I Abate em nothing, My Lord 


replies, go on ſo to win, and the Lord 
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But, ſays my Lord, his Father and he 
both promis'd me he would not 8⁰ to 
St. Neots: . 

The Doctor pleaſantly feturn'd upon 
my Lord, if they did, my Lord,, may 
not that Promiſe be underſtood AS nolo 
Epiſcopari? 

This threw my Lord into a moſt Plea- 
ſant Humour, that, laying his Hand upon 
my Shoulder, he told me, that he did not 


Queſtion but have a better Living for me 


than St. Neots in a very little Time. This 
ſhews that the Biſhop's InveCtive did flow 
from his Paſſion, not his Judgment; 


when he told me I was Perjur d, for 


would he think of Preferment for ſuch 
an one ? | 

I don't remember whether I ever aw 
his Lordſhip after this or no; for though 
I had after ſuch Viſits Peace for a few 


Days, yet the Clouds ſoon return after 


the Rain; and after I had been at St: 


| Neots Two Years and half; I fully re- 


ſolvd a Removal; a kind and gracious 
Providence towards me relating here- 
unto I. muſt never forget; whilſt I was 
Praying that the Lord would once again 
(as he often before had done, though I 
was too Stupid to underſtand, and "- 
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the Conduct of his Providence) open a 


Door to my Removal; a Meſſenger from 


the then Sir Joh» Tompſor, now the No- 


ble Lord, the Lord Haverſbam, knocks at 
the Door; within a Day or Iwo I 
made à Journey to Haverſbam Þ, in ſhort, | 
clos'd with the Invitation; upon my re- 


turn Home ſrom my Journey, Tidings 


met me in the Street that my Lord Biſhop 
was Dead; he dy'd in his Chair ſmoaking 
his Pipe after Dinner; but I had engag'd 
to Remove, and accordingly did fo. The 


Church Party (for I was not acquainted 


yet with the Diſſenters) murmur'd at the | 
Biſhop; and ſome of em imputed his ill | 
Conduct to his Age; others complain'd | 
he was led by his Servants ; others cry d 


he did not heartily Love the Church of 
England, and therefore took the direct 
Way to make thoſe Diſſenters that other- 


wiſe would not have been ſo; but this | 
laſt was a groundleſs Reflection; for when 

Mr. Richard Hatley (my true and faithful | 
Friend in all my Troubles) had this Ex- 
preſſion to his Lordſhip, My-Lord, it 

won el do any Churchman's Heart good to 
ſee what a Congregation we have every Lord's | 


Do; the Biſhop angrily reply'd upon 


him, He turns the Church into a Conden. 
— — — — — 


+ In Bucks, 
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| licle; and yet us d toread all the Prayers, 


though not all at one Time; what o- 
mitted one Lord's Day, I read the next; 


on that Day | read the Litauy, 1 omitted 


the Second Service; on the Day I read 
the Second S:rvice, I omitted the Litany 5 


39 {aviog that {ome ſmall Paſſages I' ſome- 


times did paſs by, or alter; as for 


W inſtance, (though don't now remem- 


ber all) 3 in the Thankſgiving, When I 
was in Doubts about my own Eternal State, 
I oft paſs'd by the Word Creation; ſo 
in the Office for Baptiſm, inſtead of theſe 
Words, This. Child is Regenerate and 
Born again; I would Read, This Child 
is receiv d into the Boſom of the Church: 

In the Office for Burial, inſtead of theſe 
Wards, In ſure and, certain Hope of 
the Reſurrection to Eternal. Life; I 


| Read, In ſure and certain 8 


of a Relurrection to a Future Sete z 11 
many ſuch like. 

Alter 1 came to Haverſbæn, among an 
Holy, Warm, Lively, Spiritual, People, 


who breath'd the Heavenly Life at an 
uncommon Rate, Ceremonies ſhaled off 


of their own Accord; and what my 
dear and honoured: Father' s Argum:nts 
(who was now gone over to the Diſ- 


ſenters) cou'd not do, farther advances 


in the Spiritual Life did effect. K 
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44 The Author's Sufferings 
If St. Neots was my Bochim, Haver- 


ſham was my Bethel; and if ever I bad 
Fellowſhip with Father, Son and Spirit, 


it was here ; here the Lord ſhone in 


(adored be his Heavenly Majeſty) upon 
my Soul; here he gave me many Seals 
of my Miniſtry : ; here I Printed my Peni- | 
tential Cries ; in a Word, here I had 
an Heaven upon Earth; nor can] think 
poor defiled Duſt ſhould have had ſuch 
Treatment from an Holy, Wiſe,” God, | 
had he been difpleas'd with me for caſting 
off a Ceremonious Worſhip.” - 
Here (Mr. Bennet makes another 


Stumble) I ſtay'd as long as at St. Neots. | 
Once I was Cited to the Spiritual Courts; 


but having learn d, by Experience, that 
no Favour was' to 'be expected from em 
on Submiſſion, and having received 
renewed Strength and Courage from 
God, I was fully reſol vd againſt all Com- 
pliances: PII not Tire my ſelf, or Rea- 
der, with a large Account; in ſhort, they 
requir'd me to take out a New Licenſeto| 
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ſubmit to the Court; I reply'd, Iwas 


here before you form'd your ſelves into a 


Court, and heard no Inſtrument read, 
empowering you in the King's Name to 
hold a Court. I am a Subject of the 
Crown of England, and can't own a 
Court that may be held (for ought 
I know.) by a Foreign Power. I ex- 
pect, Gentlemen, you firſt ſatisfie my 
Council at Common Law of your Autho- 
ty from the King, and then you may 
expect my Submiſſion to you, and not 


till then. The Court aroſe in great 


anger and haſte to go to Dinner; the 
Judge of the Court very civilly ask d me 
to Dine with him; but I having a great 
Way home, excus'd my ſelf: So we par. 
ted, from that Time I never heard from 


*em more, but in a Way of Civility. 


I have Comfort in reviewing theſe 
paſt Troubles, as I was then bearing my 
Teſtimony for God in the National 


| Church. Now after this I had no fur- 
ther Diſturbance from any Man, but 


Scruples about the Spiritual Worſhip of 


God's Houſe begin to grow upon me 


more and. more ; and I am fully perſwa- 
ded, as God ſhall lead any of his Peo- 
ple into Acquaintance with himſelf, a 
MIN” - OS Cere- 
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Ceremonious Worſhip, which is no 


where ſound in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
will be leſs ſet by. 


A Diſſenting Church having heard of | 


me, (tho not one Perſon of em knew 


me by Face) ſent me an Invitation, with | 


Which I willingly cloſed; and when 1 
left the Church of Exglaud not a Dog 
mov d his Tongue againſt me. This 1 
add, becauſe of that reflecting Paſſage in 


Mr B. that che Diſcipline of the Church | 


was two hot for me. 


When I departzd-from 'em, kdepartsd | 


peaceably, {peaking Evil of no Man; no, 
not of the Biſhop himſelt, for Iowe him 
Thanks for making me a Diſſenter; 
but have often ſaid, I would forgive 
him all he has done againſt me for 


that Word he ſpake to my honour'd Pre- 


deceſſor Mr. Wrexhadow viz. If you 


Preach again Inputed ſy PU | 


ſpend on. 

And now 11 return to Mr Rand 
and confer with him over the 78 and 
ah Pages of his Defence, wherein he 

has given an imperfect and unfair Ac- 

count of Matter of Fact; but there may 

be this Excuſe made for him, he cou d 
e * no orherwiſe than as they 
45 ' were 
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were reported to him from that Court; 


| and whatever the Biſhop ſays, whether 


right or wrong, true or falſe, the Court- 
Records. h 276, Tha 
Mr. Bennet ſays, had I believed my 


| Subſcription and Oath unlawful, ſome» 
thing might be ſaid for me. 


Sir, I do not fly to any ſuch Excuſe; 
but that which excuſes many among 
your ſelves, excuſes me. I conform d 


at firſt (I believe) as much as one half of 


you; reading Prayers on the Week- days, 
when in a little Village; I was ſatisfied 
to conform, as I underſtood the Terms 
of Conformity. Nay, to ſhew that 1 
was ſo, (tho I wou'd not ſet the 
Churches Liturgy above Chriſt's Goſ- 
pel)I gave one of the Chaplains of the 
Biſhop a Note under my Hand importing 
as much; but that notwithſtanding 1 


could not, nor would, do the Work 


of Two Men; and therefore did, with- 


out the Biſhop's Leave, moſt regard the 


main and chief Work: of a Miniſter, 
conſidered as ſuch, which lyes in 
Preaching the Goſpel, as the whole 
Evangelical Story does abundantly fheiy ; 
and what ſtrength I had to ſpare by Way 
of Overplus, I employ'd in humouring 

. 5 Men; 
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Men ; nor did I ever by the Oath mean 


towards God. 


Mr. B. ſays, I acknowledged my ſelf 


a Liar, and Perjured in the open 


Court. : 


Anſwer. The Lord e yOu. 


to bind my ſelf from doing my Duty 


This 1 have anſwered above ; but Tl 
add, I only acknowledged that 1 had 


not conform d up 


Go... 
under ſuch Leaders! 


to the Canon; and 
that 1 never thought my {elf oblig'd to 
doo. 


Nay, Sir, I Queſtion - whether 
there be Three Men in a County that 
O the Miſery of ſuch Souls as are 


But Mr. Bennet objects further, I did 
not keep my Promiſes to the Biltop, 


and ſo were a Liar. 


Anſwer. The great Promiſe the Bi- 


ſhop harped moſt upon, and would call 
a Promiſe, was Suppoſititious: I made 


him no ſuch, of not going to St. Ne- 
ots ; but his Lordſhip would have it ſo, 
and ſo it went; nor did my. Father pro- 


miſe any ſuch thing in my Name. 


As to particular Pgomiles, beſides this 
pretended one already mentioned, I know 


none : 
Mouths I cou'd not ſtop, our of their 


— 


2 
* 


Sometimes my Friends, whoſe 


Zeal 


10 


Fd 


quiet, would ſpeak more than I was 


pleaſed with; if the Gentleman means 
tuch, am I omg to anſwer another 


that I would endeavour to pleaſe his 
Lofdſhip, and to carry my {elf as a wor- 
thy Man; but my Lord had concocted 


his Prejudice againſt me, and it was im- 


poſſible for me to pleaſe him: and I muſt 
judge what is a worthy Carriage, and 
what is not; and the more worthily I 
carried my ſelf, the more the Biſhop 


was diſpleas d, and ſo were ſome others 3 
and what remain'd for a Man todo in 


this Caſe, when a worthy Carriage made 


im obnoxious ? 
But farther, I did fulfil them too * 3 


and when I had done all, there was no 
End of Man-pleaſing ; tor his Lordſhip 


would never own that I carried my ſelf 


worthily towards him; I was ſenſible at 


laſt twas not Conformity or Nonconfor- 


mity that made all the Hubbub, but 
all unconverted Perſons have a ſecret An- 
tipathy againſt ſerious Godlineſs. 


The Biſhop threatned an Excommuni- 


CT oy Mr. Beunet; true; but you 
© _ tay 
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ſay *twas for Diſobedience to theBiſhop, 
not to God. It had been my Honour if I 
had been fo ; throw a Man out of the 


Water, you muſt needs throw him upon 


Land ; caſt a Man out of your Church, 
and 'twill be ſtrange if he does not fall 
into a better. 


You have excommunicated Corn of the | 


beſt Men God had upon Earth, and 
others you drove into an American Wil- 
derneſs; and the Saints in Glory, could 
Men of your Spirit reach *em, ſhould 
not eſcape your Malignity ; you excom- 
municated Doctor Owen, and what was 
the Effect of it, conſidering Men imme- 


diately upon it began to think meaner of 


the Church, and better of the Meetings ? 
Your Neighbour , Mr. Burkitt, will 
tell you, tis no New thing to ſce Men 


Pretending Love to Chriſt, Oppoſe his 
Intereſt, and Perfernte his Members. 


Biſhop Hall. and out of him Mr. Burk, 
ſpeatdiis of the Blind Beggar, John 9. thus, 
Y = ! Happy Man, that haſt loſt a Syna- 

© gogne, and found Heaven ; who being 


_ abandon'd of Sinners, art receiv d of 


© the Lord of Ger. 

But Mr. Bennet will bea my Monitor 

to put me upon Repentanoe. L ONE 
420 
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Axſ. Tl accept of Help from any 
Hand, be it never ſo Dirty, and conſe- 
quently from Mr. Bennets. I believe 
Providence has a farther, as well as a 
purer, Deſign than Mr. Bennet; poſſibly 
had not been ſufficiently humbled un- 
der the Remembrance of what paſs d 
whilſt F was in the Church of England, 
and the World was to have this Ac- 
count; and what Party ever win or loſe 
by it, let God be glorified, and I am 
fatisfied. 
But, Sir, would you know whether 
J have repented ? I anſwer, as Doctor 
Owen upon his Death-bed, I hope that 
is not to do now. I think it was my 
Unhappineſs to have been Educated in 
the National Church; It was my Sin, 
and is my Sorrow, I ſtay'd there ſo long ʒ 
I Adore the Divine Goodneſs that 
brought me out at laſt : So long as I be- 
liev'd the Oath Lawful, and was ſatisfied 
with it, I kept it, though not in the 
| Biſhop's Senſe, yet in that Senſe in which 
I took it; when at Haverſbam I believ'd 
it no longer Lawful, I obſerv'd it not; 
as to God there is no Excuſe for Sin, 
but as to Man there $ — = _ 4 
Snare on Miſpeh, and a Net ſpread upon 
1 . 1 . Tabor 
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Tabor; if I had wrong Notions of Con- 
formity, ſo had, and have, Hundreds of 
Young Men beſides me : > Why is there 
not more Care taken that Young Men 
may underſtand the Senſe of the Church, 
if any of you know what it is? 

I would now in the Cloſe of this Na- 
rative Addreſs my ſelf to Three or Four 
Sorts of Men. : 

1. To the High-Church. 

2. To the Moderate Church-men. 

. To Pariſh Officers. - 

4. To the Diſſenters. 

1. To Mr. Bennet and his Brethren of 
the High-Church : Pray Gentlemen of 
the Gown where lyes the Perjury ? It 
- ought to be a very plain Caſe for which a 
Man is ſo highly charged; but if this was 
thrown into the Convocation-Houſe, 
among the Learned of the Nation, it 
would be a diſputed Caſe. Does the 
Perjury lye in coming off to the Diſ- 
{enters ? Or does an Oath, which a Perſon 
zudges to be Sinful, continue to oblige 
him that took it > Name if you can but 
one Caſuiſtical Proteſtant Writer that 

_ aſſerts it. 

The Proteſtant Princes in Germany, in 
mr to the Emperor Ss Ambaſſador, 

al- 
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alledge, that not only the Scriptures, but 


alſo the Canon Law, wou'd juſtiſie em 
in not keeping a wicked Oath; for that 
ſays, That it any Man has ſworn to do 
wickedly, lie is not by his Oath oblig'd 
to do fo, notwithſtanding there can be 
no Bond againſt God: David ſwore to 


cut off Nabal's Family ; but afterwards 
he bleſſed God for ſending Abigail to 
prevent him. Soterus, the 11th Biſhop 


of Rome, | teaches us, that raſh, un- 


wary, and dangerous, Oaths are to be 
| reſcinded, Si aliquid forte incautius, Cc. 


Mr. Benuet knows, no doubt, or I 
coud tell him, the Oath of all thoſe 


take that enter into Orders in the Church 


of Rome; now according to Mr Bennet, 
and thoſe of his Feather, the Jeſuits, nor 


any other of the Popiſh Divines, may 


ever become Proteſtants, becauſe they 
are under ſtrong Ties to their Holy Fa- 
ther, the Pope; but this Point I think I 


have ſufficiently argu'd in my Sermons 
on Separation, Page 7c. which he that 


has a Mind may ſee. 


7 5 


Again, will you lay it upon this? 
That I did not keep it whilſt I judg d it 
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Lawful 2 To this I anſwer, tis a plain 


Falſhood: I did not indeed keep it in 
the Biſhop's Senſe of it; but I obſerv'd 


at according to the Seaſe in which I took 


Or will you lay it upon my Renewal 

of it you my Reſtauration into the 
Church? No, you can't lay it there, for 
I had then both the Wiſdom and Cou- 
rage to explain and give my own Senſe 
of the Oath; and to declare Twice or 
Thrice in open Court, that if my Lord 
would not give it me ſo, Iwould not take 
it at all. 
I did not anderſtand my {elf ſo well 
in thoſe Days, or I ſhould have ſeen that 
Proteſtation of mine Recorded. 

Obj. But the Records of the Court 


don 5 mention this. 


Anſ. It may be fo; it was not for 
their Honour. 
Oh. But it could not be ie given. 


Anſ. 1. Then the Biſhop was to Blame 


to do it. 


2. Some in Queen Elizabeth's Days 


were permitted to take the Oath with this 
Proteſtation, viz. That their Oath ſhould 


oblige em to do nothing contrary to the 


Word of God, or what they judge ſo 
to 
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to be; again, when the Scotch Corona- 
tion Oath was by the Earl of Argyle ten- 
dred to King William and Queen Mary, 
when the King came to that Clauſe in 
the Oath, We ſhall be careful to Root out He- 
reticks, His Majeſty declar'd, That he 
did not mean by thoſe Words that he 
was under any Obligation to become a 


Perſecutor; to which the Commiſſioners 
made anſwer, That neither the meaning 
of the Oath, nor the Law of Scotland, 
did import it; whereupon His Majeſty 
E reply'd, That he took the Oath in that 


Senſe, and called the Commiſſioners, and 


| others there preſent, to be Witneſſes of 
his ſo doing. 0 | 


But, Gentlemen of the Gown, this is 


it you muſt lay it upon, becauſe my Lord 
laid it here, that is, upon my not Con- 
forming according to Canon ; and if 


it be thus, you are, Gentlemen, under 
the ſame Condemnation ; for where, who, 
is he among the moſt Superſtitions of 
you that does in all things conform ac- 
cording to Canon? I never knew a 
Clergy-Man that did; and I am ſure the 
Clergy about me do not; either then 
you muſt Excuſe me, or Condemn your 
ſelvesʒ and then all the Difference between 

1 you 


” World. If Mr. Bennet's Relation be not * 
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you and me will lye here, when I faw 
my Danger I fled from it, and you ſtill 
perſiſt in yours. 

That this was the Biſhop's Senſe is 
plain ; when the Biſhop was at another | 
Time harping upon the ſame String, Mr, 
R. Hatley anſwer'd, My, Lord, ther God 
have 8 upon all 2 _ of England, 
My Lord reply'd, I ſay ſo too; and if 
this be ſo, what ſhall we ſay for the 
Biſhop himſelf, for he was Suſpended by 
the Archbiſhop, as I was by him. 

I hope the Clergy will not forget to 
Conn Mr. Bennet Thanks for his great 
Pains in proving em a Perjur'd: Clergy ; 
for if I am Perjur'd, fo are they; I do 
not ſay they are Perjurd, nor do ! 
think ſo ; for if I Condemn them, | 
Condemn my ſelf; but Mr. Berners 
Proof falls as hard upon their Head as 
upon mine. I believe had Mr. Bennet 
_ underſtood the whole Matter of Fat 
which paſs d before a vaſt Throng of St. 1 
Neots People, he would not have Writ- © 
ten that which ſhould have compeli'd me 

to have given this Narrative to the C 
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credited, his Reputation is low with his 


Party; if it be credited, then twill ra- 1 
ther e 
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ther tend to fill the Meetings, when Peo- 
ple are once perſuaded that they can 
hear none but a Perjur'd Clergy in their 
Pariſh Churches. 

2. To the Men of Moderation a- 
mong the Clergy. 
Sirs, you muſt certainly be given up 
by your Brethren as Perjur'd Perſons ; 
but Jet nothing move you ſo as to turn 
you aſide from Chriſt ; they Love you no 


more than us; you mult look for Trou- 


ble in your Stations, if Gracious: Some 
of my Neighbours confornyd abundant- 
ly leſs than I, yet were under the World's 
Smiles ; ſerious Godlineſs will be the 
Butt of Malignity in every Age. Mini- 
ſters may give New Names to their Peo- 
ple, but without New Natures they'll be 
Troubleſome Church - members, and 
Wound and Rend thoſe they ſhould moſt 
Love and Honour. 

4... 0 Pariſh-Officers, Church-War- 
dens, &c. 

Be Wiſe and Cautious in taking the 
Cuſtomary Oaths; have em explain d to 
you, or ſay how you underſtand em; 
it is ſafe for you to Swear thus, That you 
will Execute the Office of a Church- War- 
den, or Conſtable; &. according _ 
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the belt of your Judgment ; ſo I us'd to 
Adviſe my Church- Wardens formerly. 

4. Tothe Diſſenters. ä 

Do you ſuppoſe that the Gentlemen 
that Write as Mr. Bennet does, do at all 
deſire your Return to the Church of 
England ; if this be the Holineſs of the 
Sons of the Church, unto their Aſſem- 
blies mine Honour be not thou United; 
curſed be their Anger, for it is Fierce, 
and their Wrath, for it is Cruel; if this 
be their Way to Convince, and to Con- 
vert us from our Schiſm, to make up in 
Reproaches what is wanting in Reaſon- 
ing, this Method I am bold to ſay will 
fooner bring. over. Ten Church-men to 
the Diſſenters, than Reduce One Diſlen- 
ter back to themſelves. 

But again, if after the Light received 
in the Reformation, and what you have | 
ſince received as Additional thereunto, 
you ſhou d return, how will you, (as 
Abner ſpeaks to Amaſa concerning Joab) 
liſt up on Face to God in the Great 
Day A 

O how! Abe 1 on is this, 
Tbat Men ſhould be able to Place: Reli- 
gion in ſpeaking all manner of Evil 


againſt others? But too many are of Mr. 
3 D— -7 's 


Wh : 
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Dees Mind, © That the Diſſenters 
are Birds of Prey, and they that Prey 
** upon em do God good Service. No 
Sin is too Odious to be thrown at the 
Diſſenters, eſpecially at their Leaders, 
who muſt firſt be ruin'd before their Peo- 
ple can be ſcatter d; and in order to 


Effect the Ruin of them they muſt 


firſt blow up their Reputation; but I be- 


lieve ſuch kind of Aſſaults as theſe carry 


ſo much in them of open Deſign and 
Malice, that they rather tend to Aug- 
ment and Rivet Mens Reputations, than 


Looſen em with the Sober-minded. 


While we are abus'd, it will be no 
{mall Comfort to us if we can ſlay, we 
don't fo ſuffer becauſe we are ſo bad, 
but becauſe we will be no worſe; it is 
enough if we can hear thoſe reviving 
Words as ſpoken to us, Nell done good 


and faithful Servants ;, for tis no New 


thing for Men to caſt out their Names as 
Evil, whom the Great God has a Value 
for ; if the ſame Men were always to Live, 


Ca Doeg, a Shimei) they would be known 
and deſpiſed z but im every Age there 


will riſe up Men of the ſame Spirit, and 
we are to Form our Judgments of em, 
8 2 : ne t 
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60 The Author's Sufferings 


not by the Names they wear, but the 


Spirit by which they are acted. 


If Mr. Bennet be a Man of Religion, 
he will acknowledge that the Court Re- 
cords were Defective, and gave him but 
2 Partial Account, and ask Forgiveneſs; 


Which if he does, As God for Chriſt's 


Sake Forgives us, ſo ] Forgive him. 


But while Men Rage, Til Git and Sin 
as Noah in his Ark, Pf. 86. pt. | 

HE Sons of Pride againſt me riſe . 
ſh Fierce Atheiſts are mine Enemies iy 


They Fear not God, they Love not me; 


M Comfort is their Miſery. 


II. 


| They Mark me for their common Foe, 
And jointly Plot my Overthrow ; 


But thow, my Lord, doſt take my Part; 
Then Lord, « God of B art. - 


* 
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HE. 
This 2 ot aut fot 3 to Aﬀs if Ge, 


eſs Pace: 
Thy Mercy and thy 3205 abound ʒ 


This 7s Faith s Everlaſting rand. 
IV. 


Whilſt God is Merciful aud _ 
Jam both Safe and Happy tao; 

1 cannot fall who lean upon 

The Pillars of the bigheſt Throne. 


V. 


Oleeve me not 3 e Ds; 5 
Let Mercy look on Miſery 

Save, Lord, for Thee I do 4 
As did my Mother heretofore. 


VI. 


Save, Lord, one Bork within thine Has 
A Child of Prayers, and Tears, and Vows; 


Mine Eyes expect ſome happy Sig, 
To tell ay Soul that Thou art mine. 


vi. 


62 The Author's Sufferings 
ww vi. 

| Me with Salvation's Walls encloſe, 
F 
Me cannot Curſe whom God doth Bl eſs. 


VIII. 


We cannot catch whom God will have; 
We cannot hurt whom God will ſave © 
We cannot touch his. ſmalleſt Limbs 
We curſe our ſelves in curſing him. 


SI R, 5 

You ſuggeſt that the Diſcipline of 
the Church was too hot for me. 
Poor Feeble Revenge! Becauſe I 
had accus'd the Church as wanting a 
— Regular Diſcipline ; and why ſhould this 

be ſo great an Affront, when once a 
Year, by Order and Agreement, you your 
ſelves complain and lament it. . 

Dr. Owen ſaid in his Day, he would 
prove, againſt any Two Doctors in Eu- 
rope, that the Diſcipline of the Church 
of Englaud was more Popiſh than Pro- 
teſtant. 1 5 
* The 


* 
„ 


- It in another. 


in the Church of England. 63 
The Church of Rome was once a 
Noble Vine, till it degenerated ; they 
were a Company Holy, Wiſe, and tru- 
ly Venerable ; and {o was the Church of 
England in the Reformation, till at 
Jaſt this Principle ſpoil'd their Beauty. 
they muſt amend nothing, leſt the 
ſhould lefſen their Authority; whereas 
it would have greatly ſtrengthen d it 
among the Good and. Wiſe, The Church 
of 58 firſt grew Infallible, and then 
Incurable. 

Inſtead of Church- Diſcipline e read 
Church-Tyranny, and Tl own as an 
honour upon me that I found it hot. 
Every one knows tis cool enough to 
to the Bad, nay, to the Worſt of Men. 
Whence ſome Readers that know your 
Church (tho they know not me) will 
probably gather, that this Mr. S. was 
not one of that Number. You could 
not love my Company then, it ſeems, 
and I could not like yours; I did well 
therefore in reſolving, and 1 in 
keeping, thoſe Reſolves, that I would 

no longer hazard my Salvation in one 
Communion, when I might more Pro- 
bably, and with leſs n ſecure 


« ; 


Ay, 


7 
1 0 
491 


64 The Author's Suffrings 
Ay, But the Court Records repreſent 
- Him oo 
Anſwer. Sir, thoſe Records will not 
prejudice my Reputation among Wiſe 
and Thinking Men: What the Biſhop 
fays, the Court records, as I have ob- 
ſerv'd already. If the Biſhop give a Juſt 
or Unjuſt Sentence, tis recorded; and 
what kind of Sentence any Good Man 
muſt expect in thoſe Courts, Perſons of un- 
derſtanding; that carry their Eyes in their 
Heads, are very well aware; beſides I have 
given the World an Account of the whole 
Matter, and I leave all Men that read 
what, 1 have written, to Judge of the 
Juſtice or Injuſtice of ſuch a Record; ſo 
that I deny not the Court Record, but 
I deny the Juſtneſs of that Record: 
The Moderate Churchmen on the Place , 
and thoſe Diſſenters that were Church- 
men when I was Miniſter there, will 
bear me Witneſs, that I give a vety ex- 
act Account of Matter of Fat; and fo 
doing, have unravelPd Mr. Bennets Miſ- 


chievous Deſign, and utlawares to him 


blown up the Authority of his boaſt- 


eck Evidence, the Court Records; and 
as 4 farther Evidence on my fide, be it 


: conſider'd, that hereby the Charch Party 
* | loſt, 


in the Church of England. 6 5 


Joſt, and continue to loſe, Ground to this 


Day, and will ſo long as theſe Things re 
main freſh 1 in the Memories of that Part 


of the Country; and poſſibly Mr Bennet, 


when he is grown cool, may ſome Time 
hence think that it bad been more for 
che Honour of the Church-Party to 
have kept theſe Things in their Graves z 

however, believing that che Biſhop was 
God's Friend, tho made my Enemy, firſt 


by his oven Miſtake, and then by the 


plotted Miſ- repreſentations of evil Men ; 


and fince I expett e er long to meet py 


very Friendly-in: Heaven, I will ſay. no 
more than what I am bound to do in my 
own Defence. 

Again, by this Relation I am io far 
from reflecting upon the Reverend Bi- 
ſhops, (Men of Learning, Piety, and 


Moderation, ſuch as we never had better 
ſince the Reſormation) that I believe ne- 


ver a Biſhop in England would have 


done what Biſhop Barlow did: The re- 


verend Dr. Fowler, preſent Biſhop of 
Glouceſter, who in thoſe Days treated me 


with 1 Condeſcention and Can- 


dour, did ſufficiently intimate to me, that 


he had Sentiments vaſtly different from my 
Lord of Lincoln s; not only ſo, but I 
H make 
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make it a Queſtion whether Biſhop Bar- 


low himſelf would have done it to any 


other Man beſides my (elf, ; whom he 


always look'd upon as coming into the 
Place in Spight of him, (and Great Men 
can't bear a — Nay from thoſe 


| that are Little) and I am confirm d in 


this Perſwaſion, when I reflect upon my 
Lord's Carriage to my own Reverend and 
Holy Father, now with God, who liv'd 
above Thirty Years about. Four or Five 
Miles diſtant from Bugalain, and always 


unmoleſted by him, this frequent Soli- ; 


citations were not wanting. 


* + 7 — 
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CHAP. th 


The Diſſenting AA e is 4 Di 
1 Sent deter —_— of 


1 I R, „ 
O U tell us +, That the Difſen- 
ting Miniſters are Schiſmaticks; 
that they uſurp the Miniſterial Office 
without a lawful Call; and that they 
haye no lawful Call, 8 not Or. 
dain'd by Biſhops. You till call for 
one Single Inſtance of a Perſon Or- 
dain'd without ee of the Biſhop's 
Hand, 

My Anſwer moſthe i in ſeveral Parts. 

1. Asto your Inſtance, tho you call for 
but One, Mr. Baxter has given you Two, 
one gcriptural, Ag. 1. laſt. Mattathias 
was Ordained without it, Another from 
Antiquity, Gregory Thaumaturgus Was 
 Ordain'd,as hetells you, by Ele diana ts 


abſent, in vita Thaumaturgi* 3 


8 | 2. This 


68 The Diſſenting Miniſtry 
2. This Notion of the ene of a 
Biſhop above a Presbyter Mr. Bennet 
lays is Evident as the Light. Sole: 
quis dicere falſum Audeat ; Every Man that 
has Eyes can ſee the Light how is it 


that the greateſt Part of the Proteſtant 
Churches can't ſee this diſtinct Order of 


Biſhops ? 


But more fully, this Notion is a No- 


velty: Queen Elizabeth in her Da 
would not bear this Clergy Pride: 


Ilie Scots voted it a Grievance to the 
Subject. Would the Reader know how | 


It came firſt among us? In Archbiſhop 
Land's Time there was a Deſign on Foot 


tc reunite the Church of England to 
the Church of Rome; but ſeeing the 


Inferiour Clergy, as well as the Com- 
mon People, were {ct againſt Popery, 
in-order therefore to bring this about, 
they muſt firſt take away all Power 
from the Inferiour Clergy, as well as 
from the People, and lodge the whole of 
Church Power in the Biſhop's Hands; 
which if they could fully do, the Biſhop 
then might lead em to Rome, or pen 


he pleas d. 


3. We have a- better Call an your. 


ſelves. You would TING the World, 
r 8 that 


Sent and Approud of God. 69 
that we are not true Miniſters, becauſe 
we have not a Legal Eſtabliſhmznt : Sir, 
how will they prove themſelves true 
Miniſters that have a Legal Eſtabliſh- 
ment, and no more? And 'tis too. plain. 
this 1s the Caſe with many in the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church; for you want what is Eſ- 
ſential to the Office of a Goſpel Miniſter, 
that is, Election by the People, and their 
putting themſelves under your Care *. 

'Tis not I, Sir, but the Valuable Mr. 
Barkztt, who tells you roundly, that 
Unfaithful Paſtors are no Paſtors Þ; were 
the Jewiſh Church without Paſtors 2 
They had the Scribes and Phariſces : 
Yes; but, ſays he, they were no Paſtors 
in Chriſt's Account, becauſe Unfaithful 


Paſtors. 3 
* You accuſe me indeed of letting 
* your Arguments ſlip without Notice, 
* and that ſuch Crafty Doings are too 
common with me. 7 
What an Antipathy have ſome Men 
to good Manners? I profeſs I omitted 
| nothing (to my Knowledge) that had 
but the Face of Argument; but I o- 


vat — 


—— 
* „ 


%*. The True Diſſenter, in anſwer to the Ax laid, &c. 
On Mark 6. 34. | | . 5 
7 „ H 3. _ mitted, 


„ The Diſſenting Miniſtry 
mitted many Opportunities you had 
furniſh'd me with of expoſing you, as 1 
have now likewiſe done, becauſe, accor- 
ding to the Apoſtolick Canon, I would 
not provoke you. ON 2815 
I'll in a few Words make out the Diſ- 
ſenters Call beyond Sober Contradicti- 
on ; the Objection you make againſt us 
is the ſame was made againſt the Refor- 
mers: Claud. dq Eſpence wonder'd by what 
Authority the Proteſtants took upon 'm 
the Office of the Miniſtry, and by whom 
they were Ordain d; and ſeeing they 
had not receiv'd Impoſition of Hands, 
how cou'd they be accounted Law ful 
M.iniſters? For it was manifeſt they had 
no orditiaty Call; and they muſt prove 
an Extraordinary Call by Miracles, wich 


they have not. 
Beza at the Head of the Proteſtant 
Party made this Reply: © That Impoſiti- 
* onof Hands was no neceſſary Note of a 
Lawful Call; the Two Principal were 
a due Enquiry into the Doctrine and 
Manners of the Perſon, and an Electi- 
on of em to the Miniſtry; 
That this was no raw; haſty; Anſwer, 
which the Proteſtants wou'd not ſtand to, 
is plain; for when Maldonatrs the je- 
ſuit makes the very {ame aboveſaid 
— Ob- 


Sent and Approu'd of God. y1 
Objection, the Calviniſts anſwer him 
juſt the ſame in Senſe. © We are ſent, 
** ſay they, by the Orthodox Church ; 
„if not according to the Canons of 
* Gratian, yet according to the Canons 
< of St. Paul; we pretend no more to 
Miracles than the firſt Reformers did: 
In this Reply they acquieſc d; and if 
this was ſatisfactory to, and ſufficient for, 
them, tis fo for the Difſenters in England. 
The Church does not make the Scrip- 
tures, which are the Rule of Faith: But 
when Perſons embrace the Word of 
God, they thereupon become a Church: 
This is the cleareſt, as well as the ſnort- 
eſt, Way of Vindicating the Commiſſion 
and Call of the Reformers, without 
flying to a Precarious Lineal Succeſſion. 
- Mr. Bennet Second Argument conſi- 
er d. e | 


Mr. Bennet has again ſaid it , that the 
Eſtabliſh'd Clergy are the true and only 
proper Paſtors of the People. I an- 
ſwer'd, no Man cou'd be ſo without 
Perſonal Choice: Thus Mr. Bennet aſ- 
ſerted, and I denied ; had I prov'd this 
(lay you) I had done ſomething: Why, 


rr 
8 


— . 
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Sir, what need that? My bare Aſſertion 
or Negation may go as ſar as yours; one 
would have thought that a denial of 
what you laid down had been enough 
to have put you upon bringing out your 
Proof, if you had any; beſides, ſince 
you affirm that you are the only true 
and proper Faſtors of the People, it lay 
upon you to Prove it; but in your 
Second Book you had Confidence enough 
to aſſert the ſame thing again, and ſtill 
require me to take your Word. You 
indulge your ſelf in an Unſcholar-like 
Way of Arguing, Three pretended Ar- 
guments on a Point in Divinity re- 

peated over and over, without one Text 
of Scripture; theſe, Sir, are the Divines 
that Preach and Print their own Fancies, 
(as you charge me with Reſpect to the 
Doctrine of Angels) who if they ſhould 
loſe their Bibles on the Saturday, would 
not mils em the next Day; but 11] give 
vou Proof, the People choſe their Dea- 
cons, Ads 6. that were to direct their 
Purſe, much more their Miniſters, in 
whoſe Hands they in ſome Senſe entruſt 
their Souls ; again, People are required 
and commanded to hear True, and avoid 
Falſe, Teachers; they were Chriſt's Ene- 
mies, not his Friends, as Aueſius argues 


_ againſt 


Sent and Approv'd of God. 73 
againſt Bellarmine, who, John 7. 29 
cried, This People who knoweth not the 
| Law are curſed; again, Ad, 14. 23, 
YeagoTvhoarTes the Proper Signification of 
the Word is to chuſe by Suffrage and 
Conſent, which was manifeſted by 
holding up the Hand; nor was that 
Greek Ward us d for Impoſition of Hands 
ſo early as in the Apoſtles Days. Laſt- 
ly, the Relation of Maſter and Servant, 
Husband and Wite, and fo of Paſtor and 
People, are founded in Conſent, and that 
mutual; may I chuſe my Lawyer, my 
Phyſician, and not my Miniſter 2 Nor 
need they be Solicitous to wreſt this 
Power out of the Peoples Hands, who 
deſign ſo to demean themſelves as to 
Merit, and not again Forfeit, the Eſteem 
and Affection of the Children of God. 


Mr. Bennet has a Third Argument, 
which I come now to conſider; we are 
Schiſmaticks, ſays he, becauſe tis our 
Fault that People are ſo miſerably di- 
vided into oppoſite Parties; you mean, 
Sir, let it Rain or Snow, -be fair Weather 
or foul, the Diſſenters are the Cauſe 
or if the Sea ſhould overflow its Banks, 
and break in as far as Colcheſter, or what. 
ever Calamity come upon the World, 
the Diſſenters are the Cauſe of it; but 


* ſome 
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ſome buſie Enquirer will be ready to ask, 
how are the Diſſenters more the Cauſe of 
this Diviſion than the Churchmen 2 
Why, as to this Mr.“ Bennet muſt be 
. conſulted; I am not upon the Secret, 
tis above my Reach ; but if I may have 
leave te Gueſs, tis only thus $ our Ad- 
ver{arieslove deatly to be in the Faſhion ; - 
the: Heathens formerly usd to lay al 
their Calariities at the Chriſtians Door ; 
and if the Papiſts found things go amiſs 
with em, they would preſently cry out, 
God was Angry with them for not root- 
ing out the Lutheratis. Art thou he, 
nid Ahab to Elijab) that troubleſt Iſrael ? 
Haß was but one Single Man, Ahab had 
the Court and Kingdom on his Side; ſure 
this Calumny will ſtick 4 that Ring- 
leader of the Diſſenters; but where was 
Elijah's Fault? Why, he ſtood firm for 
God, whilft his Neighbours ran another 
Way ; but it was convenient that Elij ab 
ſhould be ſo miſ-repreſented at that Day, 
and as convenient that the Diſſenters 
fuld be fo repreſented now z for if 
this be once made. to appear, and the 
thing be really ſo, theſe Difſenters don't 
deſełve to Live, and no Man need ſcruple 


plundering their Goods, taking away 


their Good Names, nor Life it ſelf. 
FS « They 
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* They are Vermine, ſays a good - natur d 
* Neighbout of ours) and every Time 
* I kill one I do the Neigbourhood a 
_ © Kindneſs : Art theſe the Prieſts of the 
God of Love, who neither own, nor 
know, the Image of God when they 
fee it? This Bitterneſs of Spirit wants 
but the Smile of Authority and it would 
ſoon break out into Blood. But who 
are theſe Difſenters ? And what is it they 
do that renders em thus the Object of 
the Hatred of the World? Why, they 
are Men thoughrful about their Souls, 
being convinc'd they are undone; loſt, 
— Sinners, and hearing that Je- 
ſus Chriſt, out of his Infinite Love, came 
down from Heaven to Earth meerly on 
this kind Errand, to Heal and Save em; 
and underſtanding that all Power is 
lodged in his Hand, lock upon thems 
ſelves highly concern'd to Believe of), 
to Love, and Pleaſe, him, are taking 
what they judge the beſt Way in order 
thereutito 4 but is this all? will ſome {ay ; 
yes, this is all the Ground of the Quar- 
tel; and they that know more of the 
Diflenters — this amounts to, knows 
more of em than I do. Bat ſtill the 
e the 2 7 ons; why, 1 
0 
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do the Diſſenters more againſt the Church 
Party, than the Church Party do a- 

inſt them? I am ſure (if I may be 


allow'd a capable judge) the Bitterneſs 
is Five times more on their Part than on 


Ours. 

But poſlibly, Sir, you mean, that if the 
Diflenters did not go away from the 
Church, all would be in Peace. Man 
indeed in his Carnal Unconverted State is 
Secure and Quiet : Laodicea, Rev. 2. 


| thought herſelf Rich, and increas'd in Goods, 


and that ſbe ſtood in Need of nothing, when 
was at the ſame time Poor,and Blind, and 
Naked, aud Miſerable, and ſtood in Need 
all things ; let the Scales of Igno- 
rance fall 3 the Eyes of ſuch, they'll 
begin in Earneſt to enquire after the 
Way of Life, and no longer be eaſte in 
fitting under a Dumb, Ignorant, or 
Careleſs, Miniſtry ; and now their 
Faults, and the Enemies Reproaches, 
come in like a Flood. 
Igave you Two or Three Inſtances of 
thoſe that did ſet up their own Miniſtry, 
and in plain Oppoſition to others, and 
did draw away the People after 'em, who 
yet were confeſſedly no Schiſmaticks, 


: A you very AP ſlip over, (as 
| you | 
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you cauſleſly charge me) and what you 
cannot anſwer, you Ridicule. 

Bat, Sir, will you give me leave to 
put this Queſtion, whether or no has 
the Lord Chriſt left any clear expreſs 
Rule in the New Teſtament whereby 
the Common People may diſcern who 
are True Miniſters, and whoare not? If 
there be ſuch a Rule, tis moſt fit we 
ſhould with Seriouſneſs attend to that; 
and ſuch a Rule, Sir, we have in Mazth. 

V. 15,— 20, he bids his People be- 
ware of Falſe Prophets; now how can 
they beware of em, if they cannot know 
and diſcern True from Falſe 3 but Pri- 
vate Chriſtians may know one from the 
"—_ for they are eee to try 92 | 
1 John 4. 1. lieve not 22 
but try the Spirits whether the — God: 
3 many Falſe Prophets are gone out in- 
to the World ; and they are Commended 
for doing it, Rer. 2. 2. Thou haſt tried then 
that ſay t "are Apo les, and are not; and 
pray nd what follows, haſt fe dun em 
Liars; tis plain then that common Peo- 
ple may diſcern em. Now let us look 


back again to our Saviour's Rule; there 


we are Taught that the Way to diſcern 
| True Miniſters from Falſe, is not by en- 


quiring 
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quiring into their inward Call, which is 
more for the Miniſter's one Satisfaction 
than the Peoples; nor into their out- 
ward Call meerly ; that is, their Call from 
or by Man; for Men may ſometimes 
| fend thoſe whom God does not ſend, 
Hs 20. 29, 30. There were {ome that 
aroſe ſrom among themſelves, and ſent 
out to Preach, that prov'd Wolves; ſo 
Jer. 14. 14. Jer. 23. 21. J have not ſent 
theſe Prophets, yet they ran, &. but the 
Rule that the Lord Chriſt gives us to 
know em by is this, Te ſhall krow them 
by their Fruits ; this Fruit principally 
Reſpects their Doctrine; the True Mi- 
niſter brings a True, the Falſe Miniſter 
a Falſe, Doctine, Jer. 14. 14, 1 5. Gal. 1. 
7,8. if to this we add an holy agreeable 
Con verſation; Pauls Aim was to follow 
Chriſt ; and alſo the Succeſs of the Word 
by their Mouth, Jer. 23. 22. But if they 
bad ſtood in my Counſel, and bad cauſed my 
People to hear my Words, then they ſhould 
have turned them from their Evil Way, aud 
from the Evil of their Daings;, and ſo 
Paul of the Corinthians Converſion, The 
Seal of mine Apoſtleſhip are ye ju the Lord ; 
then we have a full, and every way ſuffi- 
cient and cenpleat, Rule to know who 
EGS  - no are 
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are True Miniſters of Chriſt, and who 
are not; and then all the Noiſe about 
à Lineal Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, 
and Ordination by the Hands of a Biſhop, 
are meer empty ſound, to Flatter your 
own People, and to Affright ours. 
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CHAS n. 


| Remarks upon the dj ferent Modes of | 
„ Preaching, and their various Suc- 


ceſs. 


_- 
doubt not but ſome have flatter d you 
that you have ſhown your ſelf ex- 
_treamly Witty; but true Sterling Wit is 
always clean, and needs not the mixture of 
Prophaneneſs to ſet it off; he that reads 
good Books on Purpoſe to weed em 
Sal inſenſibly flay himſelf with the 
Stench; it this bea Spirit of Seriouſneſs 
becoming the Character of a Miniſter of 
Chriſt, then I know nothing indeed of 
God, or of his Way. 
But this youll eafily allow, that [ 
know nothing of either; for I am, as is 
alſo my whole Party, deſpicably mean; 
this as to my ſelf I can eafily allow, 
though I don't remember that I ever 

heard my ſelf called Fool till I left the 
Church; but that a whole Party ſhould 
be condemn'd in a Breath, and that by 
one 
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one who is but of Yeſterday, who has 
read little in Divinity, and digeſted leſs, 
argues a molt exalted. Pride; but this 
„Was the Old Plea of the Heathens a- 
gainſt the Chriſtiansz you have no 
«* Perſons of Senſe or Honour come to 
your Aſſemblies ; you have none but 
Maids, Nurſes, and Eunuchs : On this 
Account Jerome Wrote his Book, De Vi- 
ris Illuſtribus, to ſhew that there were 
Eminent Men among the Chriſtians. 

My Book of Angels (which you have 
been critically ſearching) has, tor ought 
I fee, already obtain'd that Reputation : 
with Sober Minds which your Feeble 

Attempts cannot Shock; nor do I ob- 
ſerve Two, Expreſſions of thoſe you col- 
lected that I could wiſh to have al- 
ter'd 3 nor are theſe unprofitable and wild 
Conceits : : Next to the Knowledge of 
what Chriſt has done for us, and the 2M 


rit of God has done in us, there is no- 


thing more Comfortable to the Church 
of God on Earth than the Knowledge 

of the continual Care of Heaven over 
us. 
But I ſhould have Taught the Neceſſi- | 
ty and Nature of Humility and Meek- 
"_ 3 and why are there ſuch Graces or 
1 5 | | 9 Vertues 
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Vertues in the Chriſtian Church? Ho- ]]/ 

is it then that he that is a Prieſt therein 
has nothing of em? But, Sir, I have 

done this already, and am doing it con- 
tinually ; but our Miniſters may be well 
excus d for not bringing to che Table 
the ſame Diſh Five or Six times over, 
not having the Conveniences that you have, 
whoſe People bave no Nice Stomach, or 
Diſtinguiſhing Palate ; but ſuch @ Jovial, 
and not Over-ſerious, Clergy, are well 
ſuited to an Unthinking, Careleſs, People. 
hut are there not enough of the Living 
to Quarrel with, but you muſt throw off 
all Humanity, and diſturb the Aſhes of 
the Dead? Tou have found indeed ſome 
indiſcreet Expreſſions in ſome Noncon- 
formiſts Books, yet without Difficulty 
I cou'd make Repriſals on the Confor- 
© miſts to their Diſadvantage ; but I dare 
not allow my {elf in ſuch a Way.of Wri- 


ting; tis an Office worſe than the Sca- 


vengers; they take away the Filth and 
Naffineſs they find, whilſt Mr. Bennet 
brings it to us; but he that has a Mind 
to ſee ſuch Traſh, may find enough of it 
gather d together by a Doctor of their 
own, in a Book he has Intituled, The (an- 
tempt of the Clergy F. TL Ss, 


: 7 Century of Scandalous Miniſters; he that will, may alſo of | 
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Il grant Exgland never had a more 
Learned Clergy ſince the Reformation. 
But the Learning, Sir, of many of you 
Iyes in the midſt of Trifles, which have 
very little Tendency to make you better 

Miniſters, or better Men; I confeſs my 
ſelf to be in no Danger of overvaluing 
that Divine who underſtands every 
thing better than his Bible. | 


The Excellency of Preaching Fa in 
its uſefulneſs and fitneſs to attain its End, 
which -is the Converſion of Souls from 
- Sin, Satan, and the World, to God in 
Chriſt. It is evident to thoſe that give 
themſelves to obſerve God's F ootſteps, 
that his Spirit does not fo frequently 
breathe in exact and ſtrict Compoſures, 
or Eloquent Harangues, as he does in a 
more free and liberal Way of ſpeaking: 
Alas! how few of the common People 
read Treatiſes, but Preach as tho' you 
was talking with em > The moſt Igno- 
rant will caſily underſtand you. | 


But why ſhould I tell Mr. Bennet of 
Converſion ? © I know (lays he) no 
* other Seals of the Diſſenting Miniſtry, 
185 than a SY from true Chriſtia- 

"3 5 nity 
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< nity io the Glorious State of Faction *. 


Ar. It may be ſo, yet the People can 
diſceen who have unprejudicd Minds: 


Faul, as bid as he was, cou'd perceive the 
Lord We with Deze 2 Chron. 15. 
Mary ent of Ephraim awd Manaſſch fall 
anto h ſa; the Reaſon of it follows, for 
they fell to him out of Iſrael in een 
when they ſaw that the Lord his God was 
with him; and yet the Prieſts that officia- 
tec] among the Ten Tribes either did not 


ſee ir, or r repin'd at it; a Clergyman 
told one of Mr. Stoddax's: Peaple, £*: it. 


„was leſs Sin to Play the Whore, than 


* to hear a Nonconformiſt ; a Mind 
deeply tinctur'd wich Prejudice, don't 


{ce things as they are in tt eir proper Co- 
lours. 

If the Nonconformiſts could do Mi- 
racles, you wou d not be convinc d; you 
would ſay they were done by ſome un- 
lawfal conſigerate Power; Chriſt muſt 
Die for railing Lazarus from the Dead; 


may, is ob ervable how faſt a Spirit 


diſtemper'd with Rancour will grow up- 


on us; we read in the next Chap. John 


F. 104. ü b 


ö tm. od 


12. 18. 


Smt nl ef th 


12. 10. they voted Lazarus alſo ſhould 
Die, though his Lite was reſtor'd by a 


* 


moſt uncentroulable Miracle. 
Tou ask me what good my Preach- 
ing has done? What are thoſe Seals of 
your Miniſtry ? Sir, I dare not, with David, 
number the People; yet 1 look upon 
my ſelf bound in Conſcience to anſwer 
you with Seriouſnel(s, and with Meeknels, 
and Fear; through the good Hand of 
God upon me, bad Men are become good, 
and good Men better; many ignorant 
Souls have been enlightned, the ſecure 
have been convincd of the Sin and Mi- 


ſery of an Unregenerate State, have 


' fled to the Blood of Chriſt for Pardon 


and Life; the Weak have been ſtreng- 


then d, the Strong have been confirm'd, 


the Tempted have been reliev'd, the 
Dejected have been comforted 5 many 
that did not Pray are brought upon their 


Knees to God; ſome that could live 


in Sin, are now mourning over it, live 
in a daily Dedication of their Souls to 
Chriſt, and in a conſtant Endeavour at» 


ter Univerſal Holineſs ;- and if I can 


ſay thus much, whom you look upon, 
and not without Reaſon, to be one of the 


meaneſt among all the Thouſands of 
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Tſrael, what think you? Can the reſt of my 


Brethren ſay, who have greater Grace, 
and better Gifts and Abilities, G0 on, 
Sir, to Boaſt that the Biſhop has laid his 


Hand upon your Heads ; we will Glory 


in this, that the Lord has in our Miniſtry 
laid his Hand upon our Peoples Hearts, 


and has turn'd the Diſobedient, - Luke 1. 


to the Wiſdom of the aſt 5 and is by us 
preparing a Poo e bis n Pre- 


nee in ns 
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07 Iapoſtion of n RT, 


N eceſary or not. 


STR eie 


Had faid I knew no Neceflty of Im- 


poſiti ition of Hands, thereby putting 
115 into the ſame Rank with ſome o- 
ther ancient venerable Ceremonies of 


the Church, now diſus d and laid aſide 


I did not deny the Expediency or Fit- 
neſs of it in ſome Caſes ; upon this Mr. 
Bennet loſes all Patience, as well as Mo- 


deſty ; and to afflict theſe deſpicable In- 


| dependents, falls into a vein of praiſing 
the Presbyterians: Sir, I heartily concur 
with you in your Commendations of 


our Worthy Brethren, though done in 


Craftineſs, not in Love; and add, that 
Eſteem the meaneſt of em above 
an invidious Praiſe. This is no ſuf- 
© "ficient Reaſon why we muſt keep up 


*the naſe of a thing becauſe *tis Ancient ; 


the Love-Feaſts us d before the Lord's 
Supper were Ancient, but not I ap- 


VE ; pointed 


„ 


- 
* 
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pointed by Chriſt, had no Bleſſing from | 


| Chriſt ; hence we read, ſome mere Hun- 


gry, and ſome were Drunken : > many in 


the Primitive Church did not, Baptize 
their Infants, becauſe they ſuppos d they 
had no Original Sin : Again, {ome things 


of. Apoſtohical Appointment were us'd 


ſo long as the Church ſaw they had a 
Bleſſing attending em; and when twas 


no longer ſo, they thought it time to lay 


em down ; the Kiſs of Charity was kept 


up, whilſt it tended to beget and promote 
Chriſtian Love and Peace; but when it 
Was us d Laſciviouſly, and became; an 
occafion. of Sin, it was laid down; the 
Primitive Church did for a long Time ob- 


ſerve the Seventh Day Sabbath, that they 
might win the Jews; but when they 
ſaw they did not obtain their End there- 


by, they laid it down. I mention'd 
anointing. with Oil in the Name of the 
Lord; adding, that ſo long as God 
_own'd it by conveying Healing to the 
Sick by it, ſo long the. Church kept up 
the Uſe of it; but when, God ceas d to 

_own it in that Way, it was laid down; 
ſo anciently the Holy Ghoſt was conferr d 


by Impoſition of Hands, for which I 


ve) you ſeveral Texts; bal now That 1 13 


no 
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no longer ſo own'd, but is ceas d; that 


Rite or Ceremony I did not ſay "muſt, 
bat might, alſo ceaſe. Now if Mr. Ben- 


vet would have ſaid any thing to the 


Purpoſe, he ſhould have told me 
wherein, the Difference betwixt theſe 
Two ancient and indifferent Rites lay ; 
and why one was neceſſary to be kept 
up, and not the other, ſeeing God at 
this Day owns one no more than the 
omer 


But when Mr. Bennet knew not what 
to ſay in anſwer to this, he wiſely con- 


cCludes to run it down with Banter and 


Ridicule, (the Modiſh Refuge.) They 
that look upon this Notion as a No- 
velty, diſcover their ſlender Acquaintance 
| with good Authors. 


In Marriage tay they). a mutual con- 
ſent is eſſentially Neceſſary, but a Pub- 
lick Solemnization of it is not ſo; a Ma- 
giſtrate is a Magiſtrate before he is Inaugu- 

rated; a King is a King before he is 
Crown'd ; a Miniſter is a Miniſter before 
Impoſi tion of Hands; 3 and the moſt 
that can be made of it is only Orna- 
mental, as that which would give a Man 

| more 


/ ; i 
* 
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more Credit and Authority among fome 
. The Scotch have TM that 
y don't look upon it ablelutel Ne- 
rs and ſo have the Dutch ; many 
of the Reformers, both Lutherans and 
Calviniſts, have ſaid as much as I did; and 
if the Notion, has (as you fancy) an. Air 
of Novelty, yet tis a is Notion in 
Eng land. 
But ſince you in N it, TM ſpeak 
ont my Mind more freely, having juſt 
before given you an anſwer every Way 
ſufficient to take off your 91 
againſt our Ordination by ie, 75 
added this, ex abundanti, and by W 
of Overplus; meaning, that even 50 
of the Diſſenters that were moſt arch 
in your Eyes, had notwithſtanding a 
better Ordination than yours, in that a 
plain Scriptural Ordination, with Prayer 
and Faſting alone, was preferrable to 
your Ordination by Biſhops. 
But, ſay you, it may be you will 
tell che World in your next Book, you 
Kno no Neceſſity of the Elements in 
” © Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. bee 
Anſw. Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper 
can't be adminiſtred without the outward 


Elements, but Ordination may without 
| Im- 


% * 


— 
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| Impoſition of Hands ; and ſure the out- 


ward Elements in the Sacraments, and 
Impoſition of Hands in Ordination, do 


not ſtand upon the ſame Foot. 


You farther tell me, “tis no Won- 


„ der the Man that Aſſerts this was 


* ;judg'd the fitteſt Perſon to ſucceed Old 


c B. the Wood-cleaver. 


Here we have a Taſte of the Spirit Ec- 


| cleſiaſtick; but in anſwer. 


1. An honeſt Log-cleaver, adorn'd 


with Grace, and of a Serious Spirit, who 
fears God, and loves Holineſs, is better 


Company than a ſcoffing Clergyman, and 
ſhall ever have an higher Room (I truſt) 


in my Affections, than a Prophane Scho- 


lar; nor was Solomon's Wiſdom as yet 


departed from him, when he tells us, 
A poor Man is better than a Liar; and 


again, Better 7s a. poor Man that walks 


in his Integrity, than he that is. Perverſe 


in his Ways, and is 4 Fool; the fam d 


Origen, your admir'd Grotins - the 


Quaint Ergſus, and many more, were 
not Men in Holy Orders (as the Phraſe 1s) 
yet are allow'd in the Publick Way of 


Writing to inſtruct the World; why 
nat then in the more Private Way of 


FOG to a N Congregation 


in 


— 


V 


of 


in Caſes of Neceſhty 2 Edeſius and Fru- 


mentizs F Converted more Souls in one 


Month, than Mr. Bennet has ſince his 


Entrance into the Miniſtry to this Day. 
Moſt Diſſenting Churches deſire ſuch 


Paſtors where Grace and Learning are in 
Conjunction 5 but they will by no Means 


call that Man to that Office among em 


whom they judge to be unacquainted 
with the Grace of God on his own Soul ; 


hear Thomas 4 Kempis, a Papiſt of a bet- 


ter Spirit than ſome that bear a Pro- 


teſtant Name; An Humble Soul, by 
& the Grace of God, underſtands more 


the Reaſons of Eternal Truth in a 
& Trice, than a Man that has ſtudied 


© many Years in the Schools, becauſe 


* he hath the Operations of em in his 


< Heart *. But whatever this Log-cleaver 


was, where lyes the Crime of ſucceeding 
ſuch a Man ? If the People were not 


well inſtructed in his Day, tis high 
Time they were; and I am not aſham'd 


to ſay with the Royal Prophet, I had, 
Pal. 84. rather be a Door-keeper in the 


1 


_ 1 ** 
—_— 2 N 7 * 
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5 + On whoſe Heads the Biſhop never laid his Hand as 


peer, wbatever was done afterwards.Socrates, Schul. L. 1. C. 19. 
T Charnock, Fol. 2. 241. : | 
3 Houſe 
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| Houſe of my God, than to Dwell in the 


J. Tents of 3 ; tho' by the Way, 


the Contemptible Log-cleaver has driven 
his Wedge into that Holy Place, whi- 
ther, unleſs God give Mr. Bennet a better 
Spirit than his Book diſcovers, he will 
never come. | 

Obj. The Independent Principles, ſays 
Mr. . will admit of no Government. 

Anſ. Becauſe we deſire to give the Lord 
Chriſt the higheſt Rooms in our Souls; 
hence we are repreſented as a deſperate. 
Knot of Rebels. Mr. Taylor, to take off 
this Objection from the Diſſenters in 
general, put the World in Mind, that 
the Diſſenters at Allhrup Houſe, firſt 
gave King William theTitle of Right- 
ful Soveraign ; your Invidious Calum- 
ny, Sir, upon thoſe denominated In- 
dependents, obliges me. to add this to 
the aforeſaid Teſtimony ; I had the 
Honour to be one of that Company, 
and the Perſon that ſummon d the reſt ; 
he, who was our Mouth, was ſo deno- 

minated, as well as the Majority of thoſe 
| that made pp his Company. 


CHAP. 
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| ; -Ci\H-A.P.: VIII. 
The Concluſion. 21 
e a 


of the Aſſyrian Monarch, that he 
turn d and went away in a Rage. But 


pray Sir, why all this Rage? | 
I. Is it that Im become an Apoſtate ? 
But it ſhould be conſider d that there is 
a good and a bad Apoſtacy; we have 
a Rule given us by our Lord whereby 
to know when a Man 1s chang'd for the 
worſe, Matth. 5. 13. If the Salt have 
us Savour, &c. you ſhould, if you un- 
_ derſtand ſuch things, firſt enquire what 
is the Savour of ſuch a Mars Spirit: Is 


it increas'd or Joſt upon the Change of 
his Opinion 2 Some have turn'd from 


us to you, have loſt their Sayour,and gone 
3 


out in a Snuff ; ſome have turn'd from you 


to us, and their Salt has kept its Savour. : 


2. But why ſhould I gueſs, when Mr. 


Bennet gives me the Reaſon > I may, he 
lays, thank my Admirers, & c. He can't 


bear that a Diſſenter ſhould be reſpected 
'as well as a Churchman ; thus Eu, 


Py—0_ freed oy join, „ As 


oo = 
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as the Royal Preacher tells us, Slay the 
Sl Ore; nor did I know, till you 
was pleas d to tell me, that I had ſo 

much Reſpect in theſe Parts; by your 


Angry Reſentments you have really 


ſtrengthen d my Hands in God; for the 
Chriſtians of Efex and Swffolk have 
been generally accounted among the 


* 


moſt ſolid Chriſtians of EngJand. © 
But you have, Sir, taken a very unhap- 
Py Way to Cure my Admirers, for *tis 
not with us as with your ſelves; our Re- 
ſpect is founded upon our Peoples Know- 
ledge, not their Ignorance; and had you 
belong'd to a Diſſenting Church, as mean- 
ly as you think of em, they would have 
requir d you to have waſh'd your Mouth 
well after ſuch a Book before they had 
met you at the Lord's Table. 1 

Lou threaten me with writing again; 
as you Pleaſe, Sir, for that, I have weigh'd 
your Strength, and neither Slight your 
Perſon, nor Fear your Learning. 

But if, Sir, you fear an Anſwer, fill 
your next Book as you did this, with Per- 
ſonal Reflections, and Provoking Lan- 
gage, that I may Contemn it; but if you 
deſire an Anſwer, Write cloſe upon the 

— : 13 Cauſe, 
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- Cauſe, and ſ pare me not in your Argu- | 


ments. | 
And now am I waiting what the Ma- 


4 1 gnity ef Man may do againſt me, be- 


ing, through Mercy, fully ſatisfied my 

Times (as alſo the Reader's) are in God's 
Hand; not being wholly without Ex- 
pectations, that the Great God may Ac- 
cept of Honour from me, in a Way of 
ſuffering for his ns, before I 89 qut 
of this ä 


your Real Friend b 
155 T. Shepherd, , 


AEN 


Hilſt ! was writing, there comes 
to my Hand a Defence of Mi- 
e Conformity, drawn up by Mr. 
Olkffe, with the Joint Concurrence of 
ſeveral Buckinghamſhire Miniſters *; I was 
_ aggrieved to ſee thoſe good Men repre- 
ſent us as Perſons Over-ijcrupalous, and 
more Nice than Wiſe. The Noncon- 
formiſts can account it an Honour (as 
1 my ſelf alſo do) to be the Butt of 
Malignants, and can well enough de- 
fend themſelves againſt the Bitter, and 
the Sottiſn, without any Anſwer at all: 
Such Books as the Friendly Debate, and 
Mr. Bennet's Defence, 1 ſtrengthen 
than weaken us: For when the Com- 
mon People (who will ſee with "heir 
own, rae pap 0s they Jags Wage TOS 


* 


—_ 


$ 3 2 W x TR Ty > a #51 pus N 1 
. As I am 8 8 | 


CF; ____ while 


APPEN 4 


— . 


A ppeniliz. 


while impos d upon) know that we are X . 


abus d, and injurouſly dealt with, they 
do the more love us, and loath our Per- 
ſecutors. But when Satan ſpeaks in 
Peters Mouth, it will end in Chriſt's 
Grief, and Peter's Shame. 
Theſe Worthy Perſons deſign to ſof- 


ten the Terms of Conformity, and tell 
us they may be thus underſtood; and _ 


if they may, then they ought. * 
Anſwer. The bee Part of their 
Brethren will not allow of this ſoft Senſe 
of theirs; they may ſee, if they pleaſe, 
how Biſhop Barlow, the greateſt Calviniſt 
in England, treated me, who had juſt 
theſe s of Conformity that thoſe 
Worthy Divines have. 

However, theſe Reverend and Godly 
Divines have unawares done me a very 
Singular Kindneſs, as tho' the good Pro- 


vidence of God had ſtirrd em up to 


Write my Defence, and at this very 
Time to ſend it Abroad: I adoringly 
bow to the Divine Wiſdom which has hi- 
therto ſo well govern this Raging Tem- 
peſtuous World; and ſince I muſt be tra- 
duc'd as a Perjur d Perſon, tis a Comfort 
to a ſo much Good Company, as well 
5 as 


& 


* 


ſome Bad: For in this Point I am al- 
1 upon the ſame Bottom with the 


Qilergy of the Eſtabliſh'd Church. 
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